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“A Family Tradition
Since 1985”

Chocolat Covered Strawberries   
for Valentines Day!

Available In-store or for Pre-order
1 dozen regular price $29.99

SALE $24.99

Milk or Dark
Chocolat

111 State St . ,  Charlevoix
231-547-4411

www.charlevoixstatebank .com
Member FDIC

Here are a few tips to fight tax identity theft:
•  File your tax return early, if you can.
•  Use a secure internet connection if you file electronically, or mail your return  
 directly from the Post Office.
•  If you receive a call from someone claiming to be from the IRS, do not give out 
 any of your personal information over the phone.
•  The IRS DOES NOT initiate contact with taxpayers by email, text messages or 
 social media platforms to request personal or financial information.

IT’S TAX SEASON! SNOWFALL
2024 -25 AMOUNT 
2/3/2025 38.9 Alpena
2/3/2025 24 Atlanta
2/3/2025 61.1 Charlevoix
2/3/2025 39.3 Cheboygan
2/3/2025 121.3 East Jordan
2/3/2025 152 Gaylord
2/3/2025 110.5 Kalkaska
2/3/2025 34.7 Mio
2/3/2025 101.4 Petoskey

2023 -24 AMOUNT 
2/5/2024 34.9 Alpena
2/5/2024 12.9 Atlanta
2/5/2024 42.8 Charlevoix
2/5/2024 41 Cheboygan
2/5/2024 46 East Jordan
2/5/2024 60.4 Gaylord
2/5/2024 58.2 Kalkaska
2/5/2024 27.6 Mio
2/5/2024 60.5 Petoskey

BY ANGELA GONZALEZ

 The commissioners for 
Boyne City met to discuss 
a robust agenda including 
a proposed Brownfield 
Redevelopment Authority 
(BRA) Tax Increment Fi-
nancing (TIF) for the city to 
fund housing and approved 
several pending initiatives.
 Brownfield TIFs were 
approved by the State of 
Michigan for housing in 
2023. The initiative allows 
for tax capture to repay 
developers for specific proj-
ects while allowing normal 
tax revenue to continue.
 The commissioners 
reviewed a presentation by 
Sam Mariuz, the Economic 
Development Project Man-
ager for Fleis & Vanden-
Brink. To consider the plan, 
several public hearings 
would be held before 
finalizing the plan with the 
State. The time frame for 
the project was estimated 
approximately 4-6 months 
to approval.
 “It’s important to know 
that through Tax Increment 
Financing with brownfield, 
there is no loss to captured 
revenue. When a brownfield 
is established, all jurisdic-
tions continue to capture 
taxes at the level they 
currently operate,” Mariuz 
said.
 Mariuz defined specified 
developing activities for a 
TIF, including environmen-
tal assessments, demoli-
tions and abasements, site 
preparation and public 

infrastructure, demolition 
of buildings and renovation 
of existing buildings, and 
gap financing, among other 
activities including tax 
assessment of the area once 
it’s redeveloped. EGLE, 
MEDC, and MSHDA over-
see these activities.
 According to Mariuz, A 
BRA allows for administra-
tive capture and a revolving 
fund, known as a Local 
Brownfield Revolving Fund 
(LBRF) which allows for 
additional funding through 
grants, loans, and site 
assessments. The BRA also 
allows for entering con-
tracts, owning, mortgaging, 
leasing land, and property. 
Accepting grants and dona-
tions, investing and borrow-
ing money, issuing bonds, 
and funding for studies and 
reports.
 Chris Christiansen, of 
the Charlevoix County 
Board of Commissioners 
attended and made observa-
tions regarding an existing 
TIF in Charlevoix County.
 Christiansen said, “We 
do have an existing brown-
field utilized for years 
through our county. I guess 
this just seems redundant 
quite frankly because we 
have existing plans in 
place… this has been going 
on since Hugh Conklin 
used to run the Main Street 
program 15-20 years ago. 
So, this would seem like an 
unnecessary incurrence of 
cost.
 We do have existing 
plans and some of the risk 

that is mentioned there, but 
one of those low level risks 
is that it’s just sitting there 
with no gain in value and 
it’s locked in to whatever 
value it was so there’s no 
gains in value that just the 
land alone would be achiev-
ing you’re not receiving 
them. They’re being held in 
a TIF, but because it’s not 
being redeveloped, it’s just 
sitting there as a vacant lot 
and no other opportunities 
are being taken on that.”
 Christiansen also men-
tioned the possibility of a 
land bank as a possibility 
and warned of the city 
incurring unnecessary costs 
to develop a new TIF in the 
area.
 Charlevoix County 
Fiscal Officer Becki King 
also commented on the 
situation saying, “The 
County has helped Boyne 
City with housing as well 
through the blight grant. As 
he’s mentioned, two years 
ago we were able to apply 
for a blight grant that took 
care of some property that 
is currently under con-
struction. Through MSH-
DA and MEDC, it helps 
with housing initiatives… 
construction of new homes 
development for current 
homes some of these things 
have been handled at a 
county level I just wanted 
you to know that those are 
options that are available as 
well”.

Boyne City Commission 
Meeting, January 28
Commissioners Meet to Consider 
Brownfield Initiative for Boyne City

2215 US HWY 31 N • PETOSKEY

231-347-3200
At ByRider in Petoskey

www.NorthFinAutos.com

NNooww  ooffffeerriinngg  LLooccaall  DDaaiillyy  CCaarr  RReennttaallss

We have great low mileage cars and vans available for
immediate rental at the lowest rates in the area.

Petoskey

AND RENTALS
AUTO SALES

ST. IGNACE

Kewadin Casino

GUN &
KNIFE SHOW

3015 Mackinac Trail
St. Ignace, 49781

Friday & Saturday
February 7-8, 2025
FRI: 2-7PM, SAT: 9AM-5PM

Admission $8.00

 PETOSKEY — Crook-
ed Tree Arts Center 
(CTAC) is excited to unveil 
the full lineup for the 2025 
Youth Arts Festival, an 
annual spring celebration 
of creativity showcasing 
the talent of young artists 
and writers from across 
Northern Michigan. CTAC 
is dedicated to foster-
ing youth arts education 
through programs such as 
the High School Portfo-
lio Prep Program, CTAC 
School of Ballet, CTAC 

Music Classes (in partner-
ship with Big Water Cre-
ative Arts), school tours, 
and year-round classes and 
workshops.
 From visual arts to 
creative writing, the festival 
provides a platform for stu-
dents to shine. The celebra-
tion culminates in the Youth 
Arts Awards Ceremony, 
held on Thursday, April 17, 
2025, from 6:00 – 8:00 pm 

Celebrate Creativity 
at Crooked Tree Arts 
Center’s 2025 Youth 
Arts Festival

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6 CONTINUED ON PAGE 6

We’ll MEET or BEAT

ANY 
SHOW
DEAL!

Before you sign...

check us out!

Zero Fake Fees.

We do not charge prep, 

destination or doc fees!

www.northernmichiganrv.com

EXIT 282•GAYLORD • 989-448-8700

277 EXPRESSWAY COURT • GAYLORD

BOYNE CITY – Here’s your chance to have your home 
tucked neatly in the trees and without the dues and 
fees awaits! Hard to find a nicer property with this 
proximity to downtown Boyne! This great home was 
completely remodeled in 2018, and offers a 3 bed, 2 
full bath layout on a full finished walkout basement 
with almost 1800 sq. ft. of living space. The completely 
fenced in yard offers a great play haven for younger 
kids or pets. The Large deck sits privately tucked in a 
canopy of trees, and the lower outdoor patio offers a 
haven from those rainy days /nights when you still 
wish to be outside.   $319,900



THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY

Page 2 • Charlevoix County News Thursday, February 6, 2025

News O F F I C E @ C H A R L E V O I X CO U N T Y N E W S . CO M

w
ea

th
er

fo
re

ca
st

231-675-0157
  Jennifer.Burr@CBGreatLakes.com
     www.JenniferBurr.com

Jennifer Burr 
  REALTOR®

231 E Water St  |  Boyne City, MI 49712  |  Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated.

Let’s find you a backyard
that’ll make your dog
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Raymond Lee 
Gildner, 96

Nov. 19, 1928 - Jan. 29, 2025

CHARLEVOIX

 Raymond Lee Gildner 
of Charlevoix passed away 
January 29, 2025 at the 
American House.
 He was born November 
19, 1928 in Elkhart, Indiana 
the son of Charles and Ber-
tha (Walters) Gildner.
 No services are planned 
at this time.  
 Arrangements are in 
the care of the Charlevoix 
Chapel of Mortensen Funer-
al Homes. 

Verna Miller, 88
June 27, 1936 - Jan. 27, 2025

CHARLEVOIX
 Verna (Swanson) Miller 
passed away Monday, Jan. 
27, 2025 in Charlevoix, MI. 
Verna was born to George 
and Julia (Weeks) Williams 
in Mancelona, MI on June 
27, 1936. She was the sev-
enth of 10 children and en-
joyed a happy childhood in 
a large family that remained 
close throughout their lives.
Verna graduated from Alba 
High School as the class 
valedictorian in 1954. She 
married Larry Swanson of 
Charlevoix in 1957 and they 
raised their three sons in a 
home they built south of 
Charlevoix. Verna worked 
for several years as a cook 
in the Charlevoix Public 
School System and later as 
a receptionist at Charlevoix 
Area Hospital.
 Following 44 years of 
marriage, Larry passed away 
in 2001. In 2003, Verna mar-
ried Gordon Miller of Bron-
son, MI and for the next 22 
years, they spent part of the 
year in Bronson and part of 
the year in Charlevoix en-
joying time in both places.
 To say Verna was a de-
vout Christian and a devoted 
wife, mother and grand-
mother is putting it mildly. 
Over the years, she attended 
and was active in multiple 
churches in both Charlev-
oix and Bronson. Prayer, 
patience, a sense of humor 
and above all a loving 
heart filled with faith and 
kindness allowed. Verna to 
occasionally put up with and 
endure, but most often and 
generally speaking enjoy, 
laugh, and celebrate years of 
fun and countless adventures 
with two husbands, three 
sons, three stepchildren, 
numerous grandchildren and 
many dear and wonderful 

family members and friends.
 She was preceded in 
death by her first husband, 
Larry Swanson, her parents, 
her brothers Russell, Harold, 
Bill, Jerry and Don, and her 
sisters Vera and Verda. She 
is survived by her second 
husband, Gordon Miller, 
her sons L. Scott (Kathy) 
Swanson of Indian River, 
Gregg (Jan) Swanson of 
East Jordan, Nick (Melissa) 
Swanson of Charlevoix, 
stepchildren Rick (Connie) 
Miller of Bronson, Pam 
(Kevin) Bowers of Cold-
water, Lisa (Greg) Harrell 
of Coldwater, brother Carl 
(Kathy) Williams of Mance-
lona and sister Lois (Jim) 
Jordan of East Jordan as 
well as numerous grandchil-
dren and step grandchildren 
who brought great joy to her 
life.
 Verna’s funeral was 
held Saturday, Feb. 1 at 
the Charlevoix Chapel of 
Mortensen Funeral Homes. 
Burial will take place in the 
spring at Barnard Cemetery.
 Arrangements are in 
the care of the Charlevoix 
Chapel of Mortensen Funer-
al Homes. Please sign her 
online guestbook at www.
mortensenfuneralhomes.
com

Mildred Elaine  
Follette, 91

May 11, 1933 - Feb. 2, 2025

PETOSKEY, FORMERLY 
OF BOYNE FALLS

 Mildred Elaine (Hausler) 
Follette of Petoskey, former-
ly of Boyne Falls, passed 
away Sunday, February 2, 
2025 at home.
 Service arrangements and  
a complete obituary will 
follow soon.

James Raymond 
Cloutier, 91

(Feb. 23, 1933 - Feb. 1, 2025)

BOYNE CITY, FORMERLY 
OF HARBOR SPRINGS

 James Raymond Cloutier 
of Boyne City, formerly 
of Harbor Springs, passed 
away Saturday, February 1, 
2025, at home.
 James was born on 
February 23, 1933, in 
Bridgeport, Michigan, the 
son of George Sr. and Mary 
(McLachlan) Cloutier. He 
was a graduate of St. Fran 
cis Catholic High School in 
Ecorse. James retired after a 
long career as an engineer-

ing technician at General 
Motors.
 On November 16, 1957, 
he married Carolyn Ann 
Smith, also of Ecorse. They 
were happily married for 
66 years, until her death 
on April 6, 2024. James 
and Carolyn enjoyed golf, 
tennis, skiing and traveling 
together. They both also 
enjoyed Harbor Springs 
Rams sporting events. James 
attended Holy Childhood 
of Jesus Catholic Church in 
Harbor Springs.
 James is survived by 
many nieces and nephews. 
In addition to his wife, 
Carolyn, he was preceded in 
death by his parents, George 
Sr. and Mary Cloutier; his 
brother and sister-in-law, 
George Jr. and Margaret 
“Peggy” Cloutier; sisters 
and brothers-in-law, Mar-
garet and Robert Pudvan, 
Mary Jane and Charles 
Cloutier, Delores and Lloyd 
Schinker, Virginia and 
Jack “Doc” Lutz Sr., Mary 
Louise and Lowell Peacock, 
Janette and John Chordash 
Jr., and Nancy and Donald 
Hunter; a nephew, Robert 
Pudvan Jr., and nieces, 
Patricia Cloutier, Jacqueline 
“Jackie” Weiher, Denise 
Stokes and Mary Alice Lutz.
 The family wishes to 
extend a special thanks 
to the staff of The Brook 
Retirement Community in 
Boyne City and McLaren 
Hospice of Petoskey staff 
for their kindness, caring, 
and support.
 Per James’s wishes 
there will be no funeral or 
memorial service. He will 
be interred next to Carolyn 
at Harbor Springs Lakeside 
Cemetery. 
Those who wish are asked 
to consider memorial con-
tributions in his memory to 
McLaren Hospice of Petos-
key or the hospice organiza-
tion of your choice.
 Please share your memo-
ries and personal messages 
with the family at www.
gaylordfuneralhome.com/
obituaries/james-cloutier

Everett Lorton 
Combest, Jr., 59

March 14, 1965 - Jan. 26, 2025

EAST JORDAN
 Everett Combest Jr. of 
East Jordan died unex-
pectedly but peacefully on 
Sunday January 26, 2025.
 Everett was born on 
March 14, 1965 in Petos-
key, the only son of Everett 
Combest Sr. and Yvonne 
(McWatters) Combest. He 
grew up in East Jordan, MI 

and also attended school 
in Florida part time as his 
parents were snow birds. He 
graduated from East Jordan 
High School in 1983. He 
attended DeVry University 
in Illinois. 
 Everett worked at DME 
in Charlevoix for many 
years. He owned a pet store 
called “The Lucky Guppy. 
He has owned many pets 
throughout his life includ-
ing his dogs Dolby, Bailee 
Blue, Rosie and Chase. He 
became a certified Audio 
Technician and had his own 
recording studio as Everett 
was passionate about music. 
Anyone who knew Everett 
knows he loves Rock n Roll 
and was the drummer for 
“Bad Dog Bites” and “Natu-
ral Reaction.”  He also loved 
bass guitar as well.
 Everett spent time travel-
ing with his family visiting 
many states while growing 
up. Everett loved foot-
ball, he played in school, 
watched his son play, and 
never missed a Lions game. 
He loved the outdoors from 
camping with family, going 
to Camp Jeep, and going 
down the Jordan river. He 
loved to create, draw, and 
build.
 He will be remembered 
as a great father, friend, and 
a fun loving man who al-
ways loved to make people 
smile and laugh.
Everett is preceded in death 
by his parents Everett 
Combest Sr. and Yvonne 
(McWatters) Combest, 
and sisters Jean Lent and 
Beatrice “Bea” Russell. He 
is survived by his children 
Breanna Combest and Casey 
Combest, his sisters Ruth 
Crain, Linda Merrill, and 
Marilyn Williams, uncles, 
many nieces, nephews, 
great-nieces and great-neph-
ews, and many other family 
and friends.
 A memorial service will 
be held at Lighthouse Mis-
sionary Church on Friday 
March 14, 2025 at 11:00am 
and a Celebration of Life 
held at the Jordan Inn after-
wards.

Charles “Chuck” F. 
Haney, 77

Nov. 30, 1947 - Feb. 2, 2025

EAST JORDAN

 Charles Francis Haney 
of East Jordan passed away 
peacefully in the early 
morning of February 2, 
2025.
 Chuck was born Novem-
ber 30, 1947, in Charlev-
oix, the son of Leslie and 

Delores Haney (Kotalik).
Chuck was drafted into 
the Vietnam War where 
he served in the 6th of the 
31st attached division near 
Saigon from April Fool’s 
Day 1968 to April Fool’s 
Day 1969.
 When he returned from 
the war, Chuck met Cath-
ryne Kraemer and they were 
married on September 12, 
1970.  Chuck and Cathi 
had two children, Charles 
Haney, Jr. (East Jordan) and 
Cindy (Troy) Thomas (East 
Jordan) and four grandchil-
dren, Abby Haney, Anna 
Haney, Sawyer Thomas, and 
Ethan Thomas.
 In 2011 Chuck retired 
from East Jordan Iron Works 
after 41 years, his final years 
having been spent in the hy-
drant and valve division. He 
loved spending time at the 
family shack where he en-
joyed gardening, camp fires 
with family and friends, 
cutting firewood, hunting, 
and cookouts. Most of all 
Chuck loved spending time 
with his grandchildren and 
dogs, appreciating wildlife, 
and cooking.  
 Chuck is preceded in 
death by his parents and 
is survived by his wife of 
54 years, his children and 
grandchildren, and numer-
ous brothers and sisters-in-
law.
 A celebration of life will 
be held at 2:00 on Saturday, 
February 8, at the American 
Legion in East Jordan.

Walter D. Coyle, 88
Oct. 4, 1936 - Jan. 31, 2025

BOYNE CITY
 It is with deep sadness 
that we announce the death 
of Walter D. “Walt” Coyle 
on January 31, 2025. Born 
October 4, 1936 in Flint, to 
Walter J. Coyle of Ok-
mulgee, OK and D. Marie 
Brauner of Flint. 
 Walt is survived by his 
wife of 38 years Susan 
(Lampke) of Muncie, IN; 
four children, Walter Kelly 
of Bonita Springs, FL, Gina 
Marie of Waltham, MA, 
Andrew Daniel of Bonita 
Springs, FL and James 
Matthew of Palo Alto, CA. 
Walter has two surviving 
grandchildren, Emmett J. 
Coyle of Bonita Springs, 
FL, H. Walter Watkins of 
Couer d’Alene, ID. Step-
sons, Richard Benson of 
Anderson, IN, Rob (Amy) 
Benson of Naperville, IL. 
Step-grandchildren, Dylan 
(Abbie) Benson of Charles-
ton, IL, Olivia Benson 
of Chicago, IL, Charles 

Benson of Lexington, KY 
and step-great-granddaugh-
ter Willow Benson. Walter 
was preceded in death by 
his three younger siblings, 
Catherine Ann, Michael D. 
and Patrick T. Coyle. Walter 
has two surviving sisters-
in-law, Marianne Coyle, 
Jeffersonville, IN and San-
dy Coyle, Louisville, KY; 
as well as multiple nieces 
and nephews in Arizona, 
Indiana and Kentucky.
 In October 1945 Wal-
ter’s parents moved their 
young family to New 
Albany, IN where his father 
had purchased a Chevro-
let dealership then known 
as New Albany Motor 
Company, and currently 
known as Coyle Chevro-
let, Inc., and is owned and 
operated today by two of 
Walt’s nephews. Prior to his 
family moving to South-
ern IN, Walt, as a young 
child, lived in nine different 
towns in three States, as 
his father was transferred 
to new positions within 
The Chevrolet Corporation. 
Walt literally grew up in 
the automobile industry, 
and held positions in the 
dealership as office manag-
er, service manager and was 
General Manager until he 
left the Chevrolet dealer-
ship at the end of 1967. 
Walt, having grown up in 
the car industry, noticed an 
emerging niche for smaller 
more fuel-efficient vehicles 
which lead him in the be-
ginning of 1968 to purchase 
a Volkswagen dealership in 
Marion, IN. Walter again 
noticed an underserved 
and emerging shift in the 
industry toward luxury cars 
and added Mercedes-Benz 
in 1970 and Porsche and 
Audi in 1972. Walter sold 
his dealership and retired 
from the automobile busi-
ness in 1986 when he was 
approached by an acquain-
tance that was an Oldsmo-
bile dealer in Kokomo, IN, 
with an offer to purchase 
Walt’s dealership with its 
desirable product lines.
 Upon retiring from 
the retail auto business, 
he moved full-time to his 
“happy place” in Boyne 
City. Walter soon became 
restless in retirement and 
began selling real estate, 
becoming an established 
agent with John Buick Real 
Estate and later with Mark 
Kowalske Real Estate. 
Simultaneously, Walt was 
asked to serve on the Boyne 
City Tax Appeal Board of 
Review. To thoroughly un-
derstand “Property Record 
Cards” Walt enrolled in the 
State’s course on property 
assessment and became a 
Level 11 State Certified 
Assessor. With this certifi-
cation in hand, Evangeline 
and Melrose Townships 
hired Walt to be their 
Assessor and he held this 
position for several years. 
Once again, Walter noticed 
an underserved market and 

O B I T U A R I E S

OBITUARIES 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 6

record temps
Day ............Avg HIGH ....Avg LOW .....Record HIGH .....YEAR ....Record LOW .... YEAR

Feb 6 ......25 .........9 .......... 44 .......2005 .....-13 ..... 1967
Feb 7 ......25 .........9 .......... 47 .......2024 .....-20 ..... 1984
Feb 8 ......25 .........9 .......... 54 .......2024 .....-19 ..... 1962
Feb 9 ......25 .........9 .......... 51 .......2024 .....-27 ..... 1979
Feb 10 ....26 .........9 .......... 54 .......2009 .....-23 ..... 1994
Feb 11 ....26 .........9 .......... 49 .......1999 .....-25 ..... 1958
Feb 12 ....26 .........9 .......... 53 .......1999 .....-21 ..... 1958
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 The Veteran of the 
month for February 2025 
is David Charles Tisron.  
Born April 11, 1951 in 
Grand Rapids Michigan 
to parents Sam and Mary 
Rosel Tisron.  He grew up 
in East Jordan Michigan, 
and graduated from East 
Jordan High School in the 
class of 1969.  He then 
attended Grand Valley State 
College, now Grand Valley 
State University, and then 
North Central Michigan 
College in Petoskey Mich-
igan.  Dave also worked as 
a Ranger for the Michigan 
Department of Natural 
Resources, and for a short 
time at Allied Signal Corp 
in Boyne City Michigan. 
 On November 13th 1969 
in Detroit Michigan, Dave 
enlisted into the United 
States Air Force.  After 
completion of basic train-
ing, he was sent to Weapons 
Technician School in 1970, 
followed by Jungle and 
Survival training in 1972, 
then promptly assigned to 
the 16th Special Opera-
tions Squadron as an Aerial 
Gunner aboard a AC-130 
Gunship, stationed at Ubon 
AFB, Thialand.  
 On March 30, 1972 
while on a night armed 
reconnaissance mission 
over Loas, his aircraft 
Spectre 22, was struck by 
antiaircraft fire.  The pilot 
informed the crew to exit 
the aircraft, and “with 
complete disregard for his 
personal safety, Sergeant 
Tisron kept the Aircraft 
Commander advised of the 

onboard fire and aided in 
the safe and orderly evacu-
ation of the personnel from 
the cargo compartment”.  
Sergeant Tisron and the 
Aircraft Commander were 
the last to exit the aircraft.  
Parashooting down Dave 

fell through trees, causing a 
severe broken leg.  Actu-
ating his emergency radio, 
his beacon was picked up 
by surveillance aircraft 
overhead, and the next day, 
Good Friday March 31st, 
was rescued by a Golly 

Green Giant and flown back 
to Ubon AFB.  
 Recuperating from his 
injuries would take time, 
and his return to the United 
States would find him reas-
signed to the 17th Muni-
tions Maintenance Squad-
ron stationed at Wright 
Patterson AFB, Ohio.  
 On May 31, 1973, he 
received an honorable 
discharge and awarded the: 
National Defense Service 
Medal; Good Conduct 
Medal; Vietnam Service 
Medal; Distinguished Fly-
ing Cross; and Purple Heart 
Medal.  
 After returning home, 
he returned to Allied Signal 
Aero Space Co. in Boyne 
City.  Dave was a member 
of the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Post 7580, and The 
American Legion Post 227, 
both in East Jordan.  He 
enjoyed reading, hunting, 
fishing, and Black Powder 
guns.  
 On April 26, 1991, 
David Charles Tisron 
answered the final call and 
is being honored by his 
daughter Jessica, Son  
Daniel, and family.

V E T E R A N  O F  T H E  M O N T H  –  F E B R U A R Y  2 0 2 5 

David Charles Tisron

DAVID CHARLES TISRON

 Our popular Native Win-
ter Seed-Sowing Workshop 
with CAKE CISMA is 
back!
 Join us to explore some 
of our favorite native 
pollinator plants, learn 
why they’re essential, and 
discover the wildlife they 
support. You’ll also get 
hands-on experience start-
ing seedlings that you can 
transplant into your home 
garden this spring. 
 Some seeds require a 
temperature change to trig-
ger the end of a dormancy 
(or sleep) period; a process 
called stratification. Many 
native wildflower seeds 
have this built-in dormancy 
mechanism that protects 
them from germinating 
before killing frosts or in 
drought. One of the easiest 
ways to cold stratify seeds 
is to let nature do the work, 
either by planting seeds in 
the fall outdoors or starting 
them in a container during 
the winter. 
 In this workshop, you’ll 
learn everything you need 
to successfully start native 
wildflower seeds and enjoy 
a brief presentation on 
gardening for wildlife.
 Space is limited, please 
register in advance! 
 Call our office at (231) 
533-8363 x7 or register on 
the CAKE CISMA website: 
https://www.cakecisma.
org/event-details/win-
ter-seed-sowing-work-
shop-antrim-2

Provided: various native 
wildflowers, soil, and milk 
jugs, gloves, and UV-resis-
tant markers, instructions 
on how to seed sow at 
home and what to do in the 
spring with your seedling 
transplants

What to Bring:
• Please bring extra milk 

jugs if you’d like to 
make multiple contain-
ers.

• Wear warm clothes that 
you don’t mind getting 
dirty. Our community 
room is sometimes cold 
in the winter.

What to expect:
• No cost to attend, though 

donations are always 
appreciated

• Light refreshments 
provided

• Must be 18+ or older 
to participate or bring a 
parent/guardian with you

• If anyone in your party 
requires special accom-
modations, such as an 
interpreter or assistance 
with uneven terrain, 
please contact CAKE 
CISMA before the event 
to discuss arrangements.

Native Seed Sowing 
Workshop, February 8

Saturday, February 8, 
10am – Noon

LOCATION: 
Antrim Conservation District 

4820 Stover Road, 
Bellaire, MI 49615 (our office)

RSVP REQUIRED

   
  

OPEN 24 HOURS
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2 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU!
1400 Bridge Street • Charlevoix 
3950 Alpha Blvd • Traverse City

Marc Anderson                   231-547-0742 

 Are you ready to take 
your company to the next 
level? Whether you plan 
to lead it for years to come 
or prepare for a success-
ful exit, don’t miss this 
exclusive half-day training 
event designed specifical-
ly for Northern Michigan 
business owners like you. 
 Join us for “Building 
a Valuable Company,” 
presented by the Michigan 
Small Business Develop-
ment Center. This program 
will share practical strate-
gies, personalized insights, 
and expert advice to en-
hance your business value 
from day one. 

Here’s what you’ll get: 
• A trove of insights from 
business professionals to 
stabilize, grow and enhance 
the value of your company. 
• A tailored Value Builder 
Assessment™ of your 
business that will provide 
actionable steps to grow 
your company’s worth. 
• A copy of “Built to 

Sell” by John Warrilow—a 
best seller and must-read 
for savvy business owners 
like you. 
• Access to a panel of 
industry experts in legal, 
financial, staffing, and 
consulting, ready to answer 
your unique questions. 
• An opportunity to network 
with other successful busi-
ness owners and connect 
with top-tier business 
support professionals. 
• A lunch to fuel your learn-
ing and networking! 

 All trainings are 9:45am 
to 12:45pm. Choose Your 
Convenient Location and 
Date Today – Seating is 
limited! 
• Feb 26 – Cheboygan 
• March 18 – Petoskey 
• April 15 – Elk Rapids 

 This event is brought to 
you by the Michigan Small 
Business Development 
Center, Northern Lakes 
Economic Alliance, 20Fath-
oms, and Honor Bank.

Unlock the Full Potential 
of Your Business

Vanderbilt Area School 
has openings still for 

preschool for this year.

If interested, please call

989-983-2561



 Dear Readers, this week, 
I’d like to share Andy 
Andrews’ secret to lasting 
success. It was so simple, 
yet so compelling.
 Here’s the secret, he 
said: “Smile while you 
talk.”
 Andrews explains that 
there’s magic in smiling—
that happy people make 
more money, attract better 
opportunities, and build 
stronger relationships.
 Why? Because people 
want to be around hap-
py people. And as if that 
weren’t simple enough, he 
even suggests adding in a 
little chuckle!
 Can something so small 
really make a difference?
 I’m not sure, but just the 
thought of smiling more 
when I talk brings a smile 
to my face—and instantly, 
I feel lighter, more joyful, 
and more confident.
 Think about the most 
magnetic, charismatic 
people you know. Chances 
are, they smile a lot. Their 
energy is uplifting, their 
presence feels warm and 
inviting, and you want to be 
around them. 
 Smiling not only shifts 
how others perceive us, 
but it also affects our own 
emotions. When we smile, 
our brain releases dopamine 
and serotonin, the same 
feel-good chemicals that 
reduce stress and boost 
happiness.
 So here’s my challenge 
for you this week:
 Try it.
 • Smile when you an-
swer the phone.

 

• Smile while you order 
your coffee.
 • Smile when you’re 
talking with a friend.
 • Smile even when you 
don’t feel like it—especially 
when you don’t feel like it!

 You might be surprised 
at how people respond 
differently to you. You 
may notice that your tone 
softens, your words flow 
more easily, and even your 
confidence grows. Smil-
ing is a small change, but 
sometimes, the smallest 
shifts make the biggest 
impact.

Laura Jasurda is not just a writer 
and columnist; she’s also a certified 
John Maxwell Leadership Trainer 
and Mentor, as well as a highly 
accomplished global business 
development executive and 
entrepreneur. Her passion lies in 
spreading positivity, nurturing 
personal growth, and fortifying our 
community bonds. Laura’s mission 
is to empower you to unlock your 
full potential and lead your best 
life, both individually and as an 
integral part of your community. 
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A S K  L A U R A 
YOUR DOSE OF POSITIVIT Y AND INSPIRATION

The Secret to Success?
 It’s Simpler Than You Think!

Laura Jasurda

DRY FIREWOOD
Delivered within 30 miles of

Boyne and Mancelona. 
231-631-9600
Burt Moeke & Son Hardwoods.

 State Rep. Parker Fair-
bairn on Wednesday voted 
to adopt historic reforms 
to ensure transparency, 
accountability, and public 
benefit in all legislatively 
directed spending initia-
tives.
 “Every dollar spent by 
state government came 
from someone’s pock-
et – whether that be a 
small-business owner in 
Petoskey, a working mom 
in Sault Ste. Marie, or 
some other hard-working 
taxpayer who calls Michi-
gan home,” said Fairbairn, 
R-Harbor Springs. “This 
bipartisan action pulls 
the curtains down on the 
outrageous spending culture 
in Lansing. Starting today, 
every dollar of ‘special 
project’ funding requested 
by a legislator, must be jus-
tified to lawmakers and the 
public alike. We’re putting 
a stop to the unregulated, 
undisclosed spending that 
has become far too preva-
lent in recent years.”

 House Resolution 14 is 
aimed at restoring tax-
payer trust and ensuring 
hard-earned dollars are 
spent wisely. It is just part 
of House Republicans’ 
renewed focus on fiscal 
responsibility and govern-
ment accountability in the 
2025-26 legislative session. 
The resolution passed the 
House unanimously.
 Recent state budgets 
have included billions of 
dollars in earmarks. These 
grants have often lacked 
transparency, leaving 
taxpayers in the dark about 
their purpose and benefit. 
Several have even been 
linked to mismanagement 
and questionable spending.
 One glaring example 
came in 2022, when an ally 
of Gov. Whitmer secured 
a $20 million earmark for 
a newly created nonprof-
it. This taxpayer money 
was misused on personal 
luxuries, including a $4,500 
coffeemaker, an $11,000 
first-class international 

plane ticket, and hundreds 
of thousands of dollars in 
excessive salaries and legal 
fees.
 The resolution, approved 
today, lays out new rules for 
legislatively directed spend-
ing initiatives to prevent 
similar abuses, including:

• No earmarks for 
for-profit businesses.  
Direct grants will be 
limited to public bodies 
and eligible non-prof-
its.

• Stricter non-profit 
eligibility. 
Organizations must be 
established in Mich-
igan for at least three 
years and maintain a 
physical office in the 
state for at least one 
year.

• Greater accountabili-
ty for sponsors.  
Each funding request 
must include detailed 
information, including 
the name of the spon-
sor and co-sponsors, 
the intended recipient’s 

name and location, 
the requested amount, 
the grant’s purpose, 
an explanation of 
public benefit, project 
timeline, and other key 
details.

• Conflict-of-interest 
protections.  
Sponsors must certify 
they have no conflicts 
of interest with the 
recipient. Family mem-
bers and staff of the 
sponsor cannot serve 
on the non-profit’s 
board or be employed 
by the organization.

• Stronger public over-
sight.  
Funding requests must 
be submitted to the 
House Business Office 
at least 14 days prior 
to consideration and be 
made publicly avail-
able online by May 1 
for 2025 and April 1 in 
future years.

Rep. Fairbairn: Budget transparency is important 
first step toward restoration of public trust

 State Rep. Parker 
Fairbairn on Thursday was 
appointed by Speaker Matt 
Hall, R-Richland, to serve 
as Majority Vice-Chair 
of the Regulatory Re-
form Committee and as a 
member of the committees 
on Natural Resources and 
Tourism, Communication 
and Technology, and Ener-
gy.
 “I am very pleased 
and honored to have been 
appointed to what are argu-
ably four of the most im-
portant policy committees 
to the people of the 107th 
District,” said Fairbairn, 
R-Harbor Springs.
  “As vice chair of the 
Regulatory Reform Com-
mittee I look forward to 
reducing and eliminating 
unnecessary regulatory 
policies that hamper the 
growth of small business-
es and our economy. As 
a member of the Natural 
Resources and Tourism 
Committee, I will ensure 
our state’s natural resources 
are maximized for the ben-
efit of our citizens. I also 
don’t believe that there is 
anywhere in the state where 
issues around technology 
and energy are more rele-
vant than Northern Michi-
gan and the U.P.”

 Fairbairn is a fifth-gen-
eration resident of north-
west Michigan and comes 
from a family who owns 
a small business that has 
been in operation for more 
than a century. He said he 
feels very deeply about the 
need to ensure that North-
ern Michigan and Upper 
Peninsula communities 
have more input and influ-
ence crafting and reform-
ing state laws and policies 
that have significant, and 
even disproportionate, 
impact on the district’s 
residents and economy.
  The first-term lawmak-
er was first elected to the 
107th House District in 
2024. 
 His district includes the 
counties of Charlevoix and 
Emmet and a portion of 
Cheboygan including the 
township of Mackinaw; 
portions of Chippewa 
including the townships of 
Bruce, Detour, Drummond, 
Pickford, Raber, Soo, and 
Sugar Island; and portions 
of Mackinac including the 
townships of Bois Blanc, 
Brevort, Clark, Marquette, 
Moran, and St. Ignace as 
well as the cities of Harbor 
Springs, Mackinac Island, 
Petoskey, Sault Ste Marie, 
and St. Ignace.

Rep. Fairbairn to tackle natural 
resources, energy, technology, 
and regulatory reform

 Ellsworth Community 
School recently held its 
annual spelling bee, where 
students in grades 3-8 first 
competed at the grade level 
before the top three from 
each grade advanced to the 
school-wide competition. Af-
ter a challenging final round, 
the top three spellers emerged 
victorious and will represent 
Ellsworth at the Grand Tra-
verse Regional Spelling Bee 
in March.

Top 3 Spellers:
1st - Julia Nagy (6th grade)
2nd - Carme’ Manders 
 (7th grade)
Alt. - Mackenzie Harmon 
 (8th grade)

 Congratulations to all par-
ticipants for their hard work 
and dedication to spelling 
excellence!

Ellsworth Community School Annual 
Spelling Bee Winners Announced!

Replacement Windows & Doors

PHILIP C. KING 
Philip.c.king67@gmail.com        (269) 314-9477

BONDED & INSURED
“Serving Northern Michigan”

www.all-exteriors.com

 PETOSKEY – The 
first-ever Go Bananas! 
Banana Bread Festival de-
lighted attendees and judg-
es alike with an impressive 
display of creativity and 
culinary talent. With 85 
entrants and only three 
judges, there was plenty of 
banana bread to taste and 
evaluate!
The competition saw no 
limit to creativity, with 
bakers incorporating 
unique ingredients such 
as pecans, walnuts, figs, 
cranberries, blueberries, 
and more. Judging this 
delicious array of banana 
breads were Chef Sarah 
McDonnell of Little Bay 
Gourmet, foodie fanatic 
Andrea Francis, and Mela-

nie Meengs, General Man-
ager of Bearcub Outfitters.
 Each loaf was evaluated 
on appearance, texture, 
flavor, creativity, and 
overall impression, with a 
total possible score of 50 
points. The winners of each 
category were as follows:
 Amateur Baker: Anas-
tasia Brown of Petoskey 
achieved the only perfect 
score of the competition 
(50/50) with her delecta-
ble loaf featuring figs and 
toasted walnuts. Judges 
unanimously crowned her 
the winner.
 Professional Baker: 
Alex Petok of Petoskey 
impressed the judges with a 
butterscotch banana bread, 
winning the top prize in the 

professional category. Alex 
also entered a chocolate 
chip recipe.
 Gluten-Free Category:  
Kathleen Schneider of Tra-
verse City took home the 
prize with her special reci-
pe, which included instant 
coffee granules, gluten-free 
flour, pecans, and chocolate 
chips.
 Child Baker 
 (Age 14 and Under): 
Finn Petersen of Petoskey 
wowed the judges with his 
“Banana Bonanza Bread” 
featuring lemon juice, va-
nilla, and chocolate chips.
 Each winner received 
$250 in gift certificates to 
various downtown Petos-
key businesses, including 
PEcado, Boutique Bois-

son, Glik’s Men’s Shop, 
Glik’s Women’s Shop, Luci 
& Carl’s Candy Cabin, 
Grandpa Shorter’s Gifts, 
JW Shorter & Son Mercan-
tile, Bearcub Outfitters, and 
Roast & Toast Coffee Shop.
 Additionally, winners 
were presented with a 
unique, one-of-a-kind “Top 
Banana” painting by Jenni-
fer Shorter, artist and CEO 
of Grandpa Shorter’s Gifts.
 The first annual Go 
Bananas! Banana Bread 
Festival was a resounding 
success, and organizers are 
already looking forward to 
next year’s event. To stay 
updated on future festivals 
and events, follow Grandpa 
Shorter’s Gifts on Face-
book.

First Annual Go Bananas! 
Banana Bread Festival a Sweet Success
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DAVE
Says…

By Dave Ramsey

She’ll Be Just Fine
Dear Dave, 
 My mom is 76, and 
the only debt she has is 
about $60,000 left on 
her mortgage. She has 
$600,000 in retirement 
accounts, plus a long-
term care insurance 
policy. But she has just 
$25,000 in a money 
market account with 
check-writing privileges 
for everyday bills and 
purchases. To be honest, 
this worries me. She has 
always lived within her 
means, so am I wrong to 
be concerned? She has 
also been talking about 
paying off her mortgage, 
and I’m not sure how I 
feel about that, either. 
I’d love your opinion.   

– Kelly 

Dear Kelly, 
 You sound surprised 
that she’d still be in the 
stock market at her age. 
In my mind, that’s not a 
bad thing at all. It might 
not be what the typical 
financial planner would 
tell you to do, because 
for the most part they’ll 
try to get you to be 
super-conservative with 
your money as you get 
older. But from the way 
you’ve described things, 
it sounds like she’s not 
planning on using this 
money, but using the 
income from the money. 
If that’s the case, she 
won’t whittle it all down 
to nothing. So, if she’s in 
good mutual funds—not 
single stocks—I think 
she’ll be just fine. 
 Now, let’s talk about 
the mortgage. I would 
absolutely recommend 
she go ahead a pay it 
off. If she can do that 
at age 76 and still have 
$540,000 left, that’s the 
way to go. Let’s pay 
off the house, and then 
she can start taking her 
income off a percentage 
of the remainder. She 
won’t need much with 
the house payment out 
of the way, because she 
won’t be sending money 
to the bank to pay the 
anymore.

– Dave

Dear Dave, 
 My wife and I have 
been talking about 
paying off our mortgage 
in the next two or three 
years. 
 Do you think we 
should make this happen 
by paying extra toward 
the house, or invest that 
money on top of the 
15% we’re putting into 
retirement?

– March 

Dear March, 
 If I were in your 
shoes, I’d pay extra on 
the house. On the other 
hand, you’re not really 
doing a bad thing by 
putting the extra cash it 
into retirement, either.
 But here’s the deal. 
No matter how well you 
plan, you never know 
exactly what will hap-
pen over the upcoming 
years of your life—or 
the life of your invest-
ments. 
 You might think you 
know. You may even 
believe you’ve taken 
every possibility into 
account. 
 The hard, cold truth, 
though, is even the 
best and smartest plans 
don’t always work out 
the way we think they 
will—or the way we 
want them to.
 And if something 
unplanned or unfore-
seen happens, it sure 
would be a nice thing to 
own your home free and 
clear, wouldn’t it? 

—Dave 

Dave Ramsey is an eight-time 
national bestselling author, 
personal finance expert and 
host of The Ramsey Show. 
He has appeared on Good 
Morning America, CBS This 
Morning, Today, Fox News, 
CNN, Fox Business and many 
more. Since 1992, Dave has 
helped people take control 
of their money, build wealth 
and enhance their lives. He 
also serves as CEO for Ramsey 
Solutions. 

BY JOHN KEYSER

 I had the pleasure of 
sitting with Annie Joy to 
discuss caring about the 
community and all the peo-
ple in the community, and 
I do mean all the people. 
She is amazing – and a role 
model for what is so special 
about Small Town America 
and Up North Michigan.
 Her Background. Annie 
grew up in Charlevoix with 
her parents, Mindy and 
Bill Joy, and her brother, 
Ryan. She attended St. 
Mary School and then 
moved to our public school. 
As a youngster, she was 
involved in many sports 
and extracurriculars and 
she was always helping out, 
at that time particularly at 
St. Mary where her mom, 
Mindy works. She grew 
more in her faith and was 
encouraged to spend her 
time volunteering and help-
ing others by the influence 
of all of her family mem-
bers and COUNTLESS of 
others!
 Actually, her entire 
family are great influenc-
ers. Her Grandparents, 
Aunts, Uncles, Parents and 
many cousins are all active 
volunteers, helping in our 
community, be it Commu-
nity Thanksgiving dinners, 
church activities, events and 
fundraisers for Nonprofits 
and so much more! Our 
Community and our people 
are of utmost importance to 
Annie.
 She juggles many jobs, 
she is an administrative 
assistant at St. Joseph 
Catholic Church in East 
Jordan, really assisting with 
whatever is needed, includ-
ing their website, helping 
teach faith formation and 
helping with Vacation Bible 
School. She also works for 

Grey Gables Catering and 
helped get the Varsity Golf 
Team started at Boyne Falls 
Public School.
Every individual has their 
own motivation for volun-
teering. It’s not merely a 
way to occupy time; rather, 
it’s driven by a genuine 
passion for a particular 
cause or a desire to assist 
others. Annie, in particu-
lar, is deeply committed 
to helping those in need. 
She volunteers for different 
non-profits in East Jordan 
because of what they stand 
for and how they help Com-
munity Members.
 She is the Secretary 
Board Member of The 
Depot Jordan Valley Teen 
Center. The Depot is a 
faith-based, non-profit orga-
nization that provides Teens 
in East Jordan and through-
out the Jordan Valley a 

“Safe Place to BE” where 
their needs will be met 
through Christ-like love. 
The Depot’s goal is to help 
our Teens become connect-
ed, responsible, confident, 
equipped, and prepared 
young adults. Annie calls 
herself very lucky to be 
able to help make a differ-
ence in these kids’ lives and 
to be there to support them 
in any way she can.
 She is also a committee 
member of the Helping 
Hearts of EJ which is a 
non-profit that provides 
funds for East Jordan Com-
munity Members for trans-
portation for cancer patients 
attending treatments. Can-
cer has touched everyone’s 
lives in some way, whether 
you are experiencing it 
yourself or supporting a 
friend, family member, or 
Community member. No 

one should face this journey 
alone; we can all come 
together to support one 
another and that is exactly 
what the Ladies of Helping 
Hearts do.
 I was struck with An-
nie’s enthusiasm when she 
spoke about how she joins 
with some of the leaders of 
the Churches in East Jordan 
and get together monthly 
and share what is going on 
in their Church, their needs, 
how they could help people 
in the East Jordan Commu-
nity, and they pray for the 
well-being of their church-
es, our community and our 
people. They all realize that 
the churches together are 
a lot more effective than 
churches on their own. 
Amen to that!
 I asked Annie about 
messages she’d like to offer 
us in the Community. She 
shared:
 “A few things I want 
to encourage each of you 
to consider. I encourage 
you to smile as often as 
possible and engage with 
those around you. Always 
Choose to be kind; a small 
act of kindness can make 
a significant difference in 
our world. I urge each of 
you to dedicate a little of 
your time and skills to a 
local nonprofit or to anyone 
who might need some 
extra assistance. While it 
may seem like a significant 
commitment, the rewards 
of giving back will heal you 
in ways you never thought 
possible. Just remember 
that a helping hand can be a 
ray of sunshine in a cloudy 
world. And most important-
ly, share the Good News 
of Our Savior, as He is the 
reason we can accomplish 
everything we do.”

C O M M U N I T Y  L E A D E R

ANNIE JOY
A LIFE OF HELPING OTHERS

ANNIE JOY

BY JOHN KEYSER

 I promised Mary this 
article would not be about 
her, it would be about 
the worthy causes in our 
community which are so 
important to her and would 
be encouraging all of us 
here to help others who are 
less fortunate.
 Just briefly, Mary 
grew up here. In fact, her 
parents fell in love during 
high school right here in 
Charlevoix. Mary herself 
went to our Mennonite 
School for a number of 
years, then was home 
schooled, then on to North 
Central Michigan College 
in Petoskey while also 
working at Charlevoix State 
Bank, and next attending 
Davenport University on-
line to major in accounting 
and finance.
 Mary mentioned that she 
was very appreciative while 
she was at the bank of Mike 
Hinkle’s leadership. His 
example meant a lot to her.
 Mary’s husband, Luther, 
founded Skydive Charlev-
oix, which has expanded 
to sky diving locations 
literally around the country. 
Mary is its Chief Financial 
Officer.
 Just a few of the causes 
worthy which mean so 
much to Mary are:
 Charlevoix Community 

Christmas Project – which 
for years has ensured that 
children in need wake up 
on Christmas morning with 
Christmas gifts
 Charlevoix Food Pantry 
– weekly food for a great 
many in need in our com-
munity
 Safe Haven – free 
breakfasts several times a 
week, providing hot meals 
and social gatherings at the 
County Center
 Rayder Den – offering 
food and personal products 

for our high school students
Mary helps our football 
program golf outing to raise 
funds (Don Jess, our coach, 
is her son’s Landon’s
God Father), our Rotary 
Charlevoix, which is a gem 
and is an important commu-
nity contributor, Charlevoix 
Hospital, Circle of the 
Arts, and numerous other 
causes which help improve 
the lives of our people and 
community.
 Mary is very aware 
that there are many here 

who are hard-working and 
are hungry at night. Let’s 
follow her lead. Actually, 
a wish of hers is that our 
summer residents, includ-
ing Chicago and Belvedere 
Club members, support 
more of our worthy causes. 
If they learn more, very 
likely they will.
 Mary and her family, 
are very special community 
leaders, fine examples and 
role models for us!

C O M M U N I T Y  L E A D E R

MARY KURTZ
HELPING PEOPLE LESS FORTUNATE

THE KURTZ FAMILY

 The East Jordan Lions 
Club is offering a unique 
dining experience to Dine 
in the Dark to raise funds 
to support Leader Dogs and 
Eversight for the visually 
impaired. 
 Dinner guests will be 
blindfolded and guided 
during the dinner by a 
sighted person at each 
table.
  The Dinner will be 
served at the Boathouse, 
204 Water Street, East Jor-

dan on Saturday, February 
22, 2025.
 Doors open at 5:30pm. 
Dinner served at 6pm. 
Tickets are $40.00 per per-
son; $75.00 per couple. All 
proceeds will go to support 
Lions International Leader 
Dogs for the Blind and 
Eversight for the visually 
impaired. For tickets or 
more information please 
call 231-536-0837 or
email: skpursel@yahoo.
com

Dinner in the Dark with 
the East Jordan Lions Club



at the CTAC Theater, where 
outstanding students and 
their works will be recog-
nized and celebrated. Save 
the date and join us in hon-
oring Northern Michigan’s 
next generation of creative 
voices.

FESTIVAL 
HIGHLIGHTS

23rd Annual Young  
Writers Exposition
 CTAC invites area teach-
ers, including homeschool 
educators, to submit student 
writing (K-12) during the 
submission period, January 
14 – March 14, 2025.
	 For	the	first	time,	
submissions in all writing 
genres are welcome—
poetry, prose, academ-
ic essays, screenplays, 
historical essays, and more. 
Submissions are open to 
students from schools 
served by Char-Em ISD 
or homeschooled students 
in Charlevoix and Emmet 
counties.
 Winners will receive 
McLean & Eakin Book-
sellers gift cards and 
publication in the Petoskey 
News-Review’s digital 
edition. Additional prizes 
will be awarded by grade. 
New for 2025, the “Finding 
Your Voice, Stories Told” 
award will recognize one 
middle school and one high 

school student, who will 
have the opportunity to 
“guest direct” their writing 
with Little Traverse Civic 
Theatre actors during the 
SPRighT Showcase at the 
CTAC Theater on May 10, 
2025.

Youth Arts Scholarships
 CTAC will award two 
$2,000 scholarships to 
graduating high school se-
niors pursuing studies in the 
arts, including visual arts, 
performing arts, theater, 
dance, and music. Scholar-
ships are open to students 
in Charlevoix, Emmet, 
Antrim, Benzie, Grand 
Traverse, Kalkaska, and 
Leelanau counties. Applica-
tions will be accepted from 
January 20 – March 14, 
2025. These scholarships 
are funded by generous 
community contributions. 
Full eligibility and appli-
cation details can be found 
at crookedtree.org/scholar-
ships2025.

Annual Youth 
Art Show
 This much-loved exhibit, 
featuring artwork by K-12 
students from Char-Em 
ISD schools and homes-
chooled students, will be 
on display from March 
11 – April 26, 2025 in the 
Gilbert	and	Bonfield	gal-
leries at CTAC. All CTAC 
exhibitions are free to view 
and open to the public 
during hours of operation 
(Tuesday-Saturday, 10:00 
am - 5:00 pm).
 The Opening Reception 
will take place on Satur-
day, March 15, 2025, from 
11:00 am – 1:00 pm, of-
fering the public a chance 
to view the exhibit and 
celebrate student creativity 
with punch and cookies.

Youth Arts Awards  
Ceremony
 The festival culmi-
nates in the Youth Arts 
Awards Ceremony, held 
at the CTAC Theater on 

Thursday, April 17, 2025, 
from 6:00 – 8:00 pm. 
Students will be honored 
with awards recognizing 
excellence in art, writing, 
and dance. 

Award highlights include:
•  University of Michigan 

Award
•  Good Hart Artist Resi-

dency Awards
•  Portrait Society of 

America Outstanding 
Portrait Award

•  Tip of the Mitt Water-
shed Award

• 	 Certificates	of	Recog-
nition from Kendall 
College of Art and 
Design

•  People’s Choice 
Award

•  Harriett Lee Hicklen 
Memorial Scholarship 
for Dance

•  And many more!

Celebrate and Support 
Youth Creativity
 The Youth Arts Festival 
embodies CTAC’s mission 
to create ways for people 
to connect, learn, and grow 
through the arts. Through 
scholarships, awards, and 
exhibitions, CTAC is proud 
to nurture the creative 
aspirations of our region’s 
youth. Join us to celebrate 
their achievements and 
inspire future generations.
 For details, visit crook-
edtree.org or call (231) 
347-4337.
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www.charlevoixhumane.org 
614 Beardsley Street

Boyne City, Michigan 49712

(231) 582-6774
Fax (231) 582-6776

Pets@charlevoixhumane.org

PET OF THE WEEK

‘JETHRO’
This darling lab mix is Jethro. Jethro is one of those cases 
that really make you wonder what they’ve been through. 

When Jethro came to us as a stray, it appeared he had been 
on his own for quite some time. He had severe allergies 

resulting in massive hair on his back end as well as swelling 
and lots of scar tissue on his ears. His nails were so long they 

were beginning to curl under his feet, to say this guy was a hot 
mess would be an understatement. We immediately got him 
in to our vet and on some medications and he is on the road 
to recovery. He is on a fish based diet due to his allergies and 
we are also giving him wet food to help him get to a healthy 
weight as he is still very under weight. Despite it all, Jethro is 
as loving as they come. His big brown eyes stare deeply in to 

your heart and he is impossible to not fall in love with. Jethro 
walks amazingly on a leash and we even believe he is house 

trained. He doesn’t seem bothered by the other dogs and 
would likely due well with cats. After everything he has been 
through, this boy is more than deserving of a loving home to 

his call his own, could that be with you??

  
Young Writers Exposition Submission Period: 

January 14 – March 14, 2025
  Youth Arts Scholarship Submission Period: 

January 20 – March 14, 2025
  Annual Youth Art Show Display: 

March 11 – April 26, 2025
    Opening Reception: 

Saturday, March 15, 2025,  11:00 am – 1:00 pm
    Youth Arts Awards Ceremony: 

Thursday, April 17, 2025, 6:00 – 8:00 pm

BY JOHN KEYSER

 In my work as a leader-
ship coach I have had con-
versations with more than a 
thousand business women 
and men, often asking about 
what they particularly want 
from their leader (hopeful-
ly whom they consider a 
leader).
 The most frequent 
responses are that they 
want their leader to listen to 
them, to ask for their ideas 
and to feel that their ideas 
matter.
 This means that we as 
leaders must be “present”, 
with an open mind, not 
with our eyes on our smart 
phones and not multi-task-
ing. We must focus with 
purpose, to understand and 
learn.
 What is the person say-
ing, not saying, and what is 
she/he feeling and, hopeful-
ly, why?
 And this means to listen 
with a quiet mind, to let our 
thoughts	float	out	of	our	
heads, and not to be making 
judgments, or to be thinking 
about what we will say, or 
to be anxiously waiting our 
turn to talk.
 We must focus on the 
other person, ideally listen-
ing with comfortable eye 
contact,	offering	affirma-
tions so she/he knows we 
care.
 It is certainly not easy to 
be a good listener. Most of 
us are not, as we natural-
ly have problem solving 
minds. Yet, highly effective 
leaders are skilled listeners.

Improved listening will be 
achieved if we commit to 
it, with a strong desire to do 
so, and to practice it each 
day.
 Take even notes during 
the conversations. It helps 
us remember and most im-
portant, it honors the other 
person.
 My other suggestion, 
really urging, is to ask our 
team members about their 
work, and how we might 
help, and for their ideas.
	Perfect	practice	makes	
perfect!
	What	gets	measured	gets	
improved!
	Conversations	are	the	
work of a leader!

John and his wife, Kerry, live in 
Charlevoix. John had a leadership 
consulting and coaching practice, 
Common Sense Leadership and 
helped leaders in the corporate, non-
profit, and religious fields. Kerry is 
teaches Living Our Faith at St. Mary 
School and is also is the Director of 
the Encounter School of Ministry, 
Charlevoix Campus.

John Keyser

L E A D E R S H I P

Leaders Listen Intentionally

became	a	State	Certified	
Appraiser and started 
Char-Em Appraisal Service 
in Boyne City in 1992 and 
retired from the appraisal 
business in 2018.
 During his careers, 
Walt was involved with 
and participated on many 
Boards, Commission’s and 
Activities throughout his 
life. To name a few, he was 
a Board Member of 4Front 
Credit Union, Bay Winds 
Federal Credit Union, 
Northwest Michigan & 
Boyne City Board of Re-
view, Boyne City Planning 
Commission and Chair-
man. He also served on 
the Chamber of Commerce 
Board and as a President 
in Marion, IN. Additional-
ly, he served on the Grant 
County, IN United Way 
Fund Raising Campaign 
Board and as President in 
Marion, IN.
 Walter was educated 
at Holy Trinity School in 
New Albany, IN and Saint 
Xavier High School in 
Louisville, KY and earned 
a Bachelor’s Degree from 
Bellermine University in 
Louisville, KY.
 As Walt approached a 
more	flexible	work	sched-
ule in later life, he and his 
wife Susan began spend-
ing more of their winter 
months in Southwest Flori-
da at their condo in Pelican 
Sound Golf & River Club 
in Estero, FL. Walt was 
a lifelong boater having 
built	his	first	sailboat	from	
a mail order kit as a young 
child. His love of boating, 
both sail and power, re-

mained a passion right up 
to the end of his life. His 
sailing and boating time 
underway included the At-
lantic	and	Pacific	Ocean’s,	
the Caribbean Sea, the 
Gulf of Mexico and The 
Great Lakes. He held a 
Private Pilot’s License and 
U.S. Coast Guard Master 
License. He was also an 
avid snow skier. Walt was 
also a “car freak,” having 
started driving hill climb 
competitions at an early 
age on Mt. Arie, French 
Lick, IN and the Kentucky 
Region of the SCCA. Walt 
always enjoyed driving 
fast!
 As a father, he instilled 
in his children through his 
business life, his love of 
sailing and the “Up North” 
lifestyle, an appreciation 
for the outdoors, with a 
zest for new adventures, 
with the addition of 
his emphasis on detail, 
integrity,	confidence	and	
discipline. His grandsons 
also share Walt’s sense of 
outdoor adventure.
 Walter was an ardent 
believer and supporter of 
Catholic education and 
requested that memorial 
donations be directed to 
Saint Xavier High School 
in Louisville, KY and/or 
Saint Michael’s Academy 
in Petoskey.
	 A	funeral	mass	offi-
ciated by Father Dennis 
Stilwell will be on May 30, 
2025, at 11:00 AM at St. 
Matthew Catholic Church 
in Boyne City, MI. A vis-
itation will begin at 10:00 
AM.

OBITUARIES 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2
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 Mariuz commented that 
any property which is a 
land bank is immediately 
qualified	for	a	brownfield	
incentive. Christiansen 
added	that	if	a	brownfield	
were to be established, it 
would be limited to Boyne 
City limits. He later added 
that these are tools at the 
city’s disposal. Christiansen 
said, “At the end of the day, 
we all need a developer to 
come in.”
 Christiansen pointed out 
that	the	definition	of	blight	
and the need for water and 
sewage for these proper-
ties were also a concern. A 
possible remedy mentioned 
included incentives for 
infrastructure and the city 
repaying itself for invest-
ment through the plan or a 
shared cost scenario.
 Commissioner Moody 
expressed concerns that 
such a plan would be a 

drain on limited city re-
sources, staff, and taxpay-
ers since existing plans 
exist. There was discussion 
between Mayor Nemecek 
and Commissioner Chris-
tiansen about infrastructure 
and growth concerns which 
might hinder such an agree-
ment, but the possibility 
of collaboration between 
the city and the county was 
heavily discussed. Mariuz 
proposed the revolving fund 
as an important aspect of a 
TIF agreement and stated 
that if Boyne had its own 
BRA, it could entice grant 
money from EGLE. Mariuz 
will be sending successful 
examples of BRA agree-
ments to the city.
 Commissioners dis-
cussed whether it was 
necessary to recount res-
idents	in	the	city	to	fulfill	
requirements by the DDA. 
An earlier count totaled 272 
residents, but in a door-to-
door count by Board Com-
missioner Marty Moody, 

totaled only 187 residents. 
The board held that they 
had a rational for coming 
up with that sum and were 
advised by the City Attor-
ney to be in accordance 
with the counting measure 
in place.
 Two new members were 
approved for the Boyne 
City Main Street Board. 
Chris Christiansen and 
Samantha Geiersbach were 
recommended by Mayor 
Tom Nemcek, who met 
with all applicants.
 Commissioners unani-
mously approved measures 
to build new public access 
stairways for the city at 
John Street and Bay Street. 
The Board also approved 
a scoreboard at the Water-
front Field of Dreams. Each 
project carries a price tag of 
$10,000.
 The Board discussed 
updating language to amend 
a Zoning Ordinance to 
include Childcare Centers 
and Day Care Centers in 

the language. Childcare 
is an urgent need across 
Michigan and in Boyne 
City. The previous language 
only allowed childcare units 
to be in commercial areas. 
The new language would 
allow childcare business-
es in residential areas. A 
couple proposed a center 
for 50 children and request-
ed a change to the current 
Zoning Ordinance. The 
item was discussed and will 
have a second reading at the 
upcoming board meeting on 
March 11, 2025.
	 Two	new	police	officers	
were awarded badges at the 
start of the meeting.
 To conclude the meet-
ing, Jacob Duncan, the city 
deputy treasurer debuted 
a new website for the city, 
which goes live this month. 
The new page features 
a new smart search bar, 
detailed content about the 
city, a citizen reports page, 
and will be hosted at: www.
boynecity.gov.

CROOKED TREE
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

MEETING
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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CHARLEVOIX COUNTY
SUBSCRIBE TO THE 

ONLY LOCALLY OWNED 
NEWSPAPER IN THE 

COUNTY
Local News, Local sports, locally 
owned. The Charlevoix County News 
is distributed by mailed subscription 
or at tons of locations throughout 
Boyne City, Boyne Falls, Charlevoix, 
East Jordan, Ellsworth and Petoskey. 
While other newspapers in the area 
are quickly fading, the Charlevoix 
County News is growing. Our news-
stand prices, subscription rate and 
advertising rates are far less than 
any other paper and your message 
will reach readers all across the area. 
Contact us at Office@Charlevoix-
CountyNEWS.com or call 989-732-
8160. One of the few Locally Owned 
and Locally Operated newspapers in 
the state.

CHARLEVOIX 
FIRST FRIDAY COFFEE 

CONNECTION
Join us Friday, February 7 at 
Walstrom Marine, 105 E. Clinton St. 
for our First Friday Coffee Connection 
with special guest, Parker Fairbairn. 
A Charlevoix Chamber event.

BOYNE CITY
MICHIGAN LEGAL HELP 

& MORE
February 7, Noon at Boyne District 
Library. Housing, divorce, estate 
planning, consumer rights, and 
more. Pack a lunch for this session 
on the online legal guides, forms, 
and resources all available for free 
through the library and Michigan Le-
gal Help. No lawyers will be present 
and no legal advice will be given at 
this event.

CHARLEVOIX
FAMILY ADVENTURE

Friday, Feb. 7, 10:30am - Noon. 
Head over to the Charlevoix Library 
this month for a special Valentine 
themed Family Adventure! As al-
ways, this is a free event. Join Family 
Coalition member host Sarah I, along 
with other members of the Great 
Start Family Coalition, in the Youth 
Activity Center at the Charlevoix Li-
brary for a special Valentines themed 
story and craft activity. Be sure to 
bring your hat and mittens! After our 
indoor activity, we will be heading 
out to the Children’s Garden for some 
fresh air and light snack. Family 
Adventures are great opportunities 
for children to make new friends, 
enjoy some fresh air and get their 
sillies out! It is also an opportunity 
for parents and caregivers to connect 
and learn about resources in our 
community. This free event is geared 
toward families with children 0-8 
years old, siblings welcome! No 
registration is required, but please 
click the ‘Going’ or ‘Interested’ button 
and share the event.

GAYLORD
NIGHT TO SHINE

Friday February, 7th, 6-9 PM at 
E-Free Church, 1649 M-32 East. 
Night to Shine is a worldwide 
movement that will impact some 
of our community’s most deserving 
members. Now in its sixth year in 
Gaylord, this event has annually 
celebrated thousands of people with 
special needs worldwide, ages 14 
and older, around the globe on the 
Friday before Valentine’s Day. Night 
to Shine is sponsored by the Tim 
Tebow Foundation. 

CHARLEVOIX
MT. McSAUBA 

CANDLELIT STORY WALK
Friday, February 7, 5-8pm. Join the 
Charlevoix Public Library and the 
Charlevoix Recreation Department 
for a magical evening of snowshoe-
ing, skiing, or hiking on candlelit 
trails as you enjoy a wintery family 
story walk. Set your own pace and 
enjoy a peaceful fire, craft, and hot 
cocoa at the end of your hike.

BELLAIRE
NATIVE SEED SOWING 

WORKSHOP
Join us at the Antrim Conservation 
District, 4820 Stover Rd. for a hands-
on winter seed-sowing workshop. 
Learn the magic of gardening 
for wildlife and discover how to 
grow beautiful native plants from 
seed. Spaces are limited. Feb 8 at 
10AM - Noon. Registration is free 
but required to attend this event. 
231-533-8363

EAST JORDAN
FREE 2ND SATURDAYS

Free admission from Noon - 4pm at 
Raven Hill Discovery Center, 04737 
Fuller Rd, the 2nd Saturday of each 
month. Feb. 8, March 8, April 12, 
May 10, June 14, July 12, Aug. 9, 
Sept. 13, Oct. 11, Nov. 8, Dec. 13. 
Enjoy hands-on science, history 
and art. Explore the museum and 
animals. Discover outdoor exhibits, 
Strengthen creative and critical 
thinking skills. Find opportunities for 
problem solving. All ages, abilities 
and interests. Admission for families 
on Free 2nd Saturdays is in memory 
of Diane Strzelinski.

CHARLEVOIX
PANCAKE BREAKFAST

Unlimited pancakes by donation at 
St. Mary Parish Center to support St. 
Mary School. Sundays, 9am - Noon. 
Feb. 9, May 4.

PETOSKEY
CONCERT

The Cummings Quartet and guests 
will perform a free recital 4 PM 
Sunday, February 9 at Emmanuel 
Episcopal Church in Petoskey. The 
event is part of Great Lakes Chamber 
Orchestra (GLCO)’s Sunday Series, 
bringing small orchestra ensembles 
to neighborhood venues across 
Charlevoix and Emmet counties. The 
church address is 1020 E. Mitchell St. 
No tickets or registration are needed. 
The free of charge Sunday Series 
recitals are made possible through 
the generous support of Carolyn 
Klender. For more information, visit 
www.glcorchestra.org or call 231-
487-0010. 

INDIAN RIVER
NLEA’S CATALYST 
CONVERSATIONS 

Event – Feb 11th. Register today 
for the Northern Lakes Economic 
Alliance’s first Catalyst Conversations 
event in Indian River! The event will 
convene local leaders to explore the 
regional outdoor recreation industry. 
In 2023, Michigan’s outdoor industry 
generated $13.9 billion in GDP. The 
industry represents more than just 
tourism, it includes the individ-
uals and businesses designing, 
developing, and delivering the tools 
and gear of the great outdoors. 
Brad Garmon (Michigan Office 
of Outdoor Recreation Industry), 
Bob Murdock (Howe Marine), Jeff 
Thompson (Shaggy’s Copper Country 
Skis and Thompson Pickleball), and 
Jennifer Dowker (Nautical North 
Family Adventures) will explore the 
challenges and opportunities for the 
outdoor industry in Northern Lower 
Michigan. The event will be hosted 
at the Cheboygan-Otsego-Presque 
Isle ESD Building at 6065 Learning 
Lane Indian River, MI 49749. Morn-
ing refreshments will be provided.

NATIONWIDE
VALENTINE’S DAY

February 14, Be sure and get some-
thing nice for your sweetheart.

CHARLEVOIX
INDOOR SIDEWALK 

SALES
February 14 - February 17 Down-
town Charlevoix

BOYNE CITY
BUSINESS AFTER HOURS

February 15, 5:30 PM - 7 PM. You’re 
invited to an evening of networking 
at Great Lakes Energy’s new office 
building, home to the programs and 

services offered by Great Lakes En-
ergy and Truestream, their amazing 
fiber internet business. Great Lakes 
Energy is a long-time community 
supporter and this event will be 
co-hosted by Boyne City Public 
Schools and Char-Em ISD.

STATEWIDE
FREE FISHING WEEKEND

February 15 & 16 - Free Fishing 
Weekend – DNR

CHARLEVOIX
CHAMBER ANNUAL 

AWARDS CELEBRATION
February 20, 5:30 PM - 8:00 PM at 
Castle Farms. We hope you will join us 
in celebrating Charlevoix, its Chamber 
businesses, organizations, clubs, and 
individuals at the Chamber’s Annual 
Awards Celebration at Castle Farms on 
February 20. The night of celebration 
will include heavy hors d’oeuvres 
and a cash bar. Please join us in our 
Charlevoix Celebration. Awards will 
be presented for Citizen of the Year, 
New Business of the Year, Young Pro-
fessional of the Year, Customer Service 
Award, Ambassador of the Year, Tour-
ism Excellence Award. Tickets are $45/
person. Contact the Charlevoix Area 
Chamber of Commerce 231-547-2101

BOYNE CITY
WINTER FESTIVAL

Don’t miss out on the excitement 
and fun at the 2025 Boyne City 
Winter Festival! Join us on Saturday, 
February 22 for a family-friendly 
event that also supports a great 
cause. The event will take place at 
the Veterans Memorial Park, 207 N 
Lake St in downtown Boyne City. 
All proceeds from the festival go 
to the Waterfront Field of Dreams 
project. Start the day off right with a 
delicious Pancake Breakfast, as well 
as a stroll at Boyne City’s Farmers 
Market. Breakfast is by donation and 
you can enjoy pancakes, scrambled 
eggs, bacon, and more. Breakfast 
will be served from 8 am - Noon. 
After breakfast, get ready for the 4th 
Annual Waterfront Field of Dreams 
Polar Plunge in which participants 
will be plunging promptly at noon. 
This year, the event promises to be 
bigger and better than ever before, 
with participants already registering 
from all over Michigan. Take the 
“Plunge for a Purpose” and you can 
also encourage your friends, family, 
or co-workers to sponsor you. Once 
you’ve taken the plunge, warm up 
with the best chili in town at our 
Chili Cook-Off. You can be the judge 
and choose the winner of the “Boyne 
City’s Best Chili - 2025” award. Chili 
Cook off is by donation this year. If 
you want to learn more about how 
you can help contribute or volunteer, 
please visit www.waterfront-
fieldofdreams.com. So mark your 
calendars for Saturday, February 22 
and come join us at the Boyne City 
Winter Festival. 

EAST JORDAN
DINNER IN THE DARK

The East Jordan Lions Club is offering 
a unique dining experience to Dine 
in the Dark to raise funds to support 
Leader Dogs and Eversight for the 
visually impaired. Dinner guests will 
be blindfolded and guided during 
the dinner by a sighted person at 
each table. The Dinner will be served 
at the Boathouse, 204 Water St. on 
Saturday, February 22. Doors open 
at 5:30pm. Dinner served at 6pm.  
Tickets are $40 per person; $75 
per couple. All proceeds will go to 
support Lions International Leader 

Dogs for the Blind and Eversight for 
the visually impaired. For tickets 
or more information please call 
231-536-0837 or email skpursel@
yahoo.com

ALPENA
SEE DIAMOND RIO LIVE

Come see Diamond Rio perform live 
at The APlex – It’s gonna be a night 
to remember. Synchronizations 
LLC is proud to present Diamond 
Rio live at The APlex! Get ready to 
experience an unforgettable night 
filled with amazing music and good 
vibes. Join us on Friday Feb 28 at The 
APlex – Alpena Events Complex, 701 
Woodward Ave. for a night you won’t 
want to miss. The talented musicians 
of Diamond Rio will be performing 
live, bringing their unique blend of 
country and bluegrass music to the 
stage. So grab your friends and come 
on down for a night of great music 
and fun. Tickets: General admission 
$60 / VIP $90. Doors open at 6pm. 
Tickets can be purchased at www.
aplex.org. or eventbrite.com.

STATEWIDE
SPRING FORWARD

Daylight Savings Time begins. Spring 
forward one hour on Sunday, March 
9. Daylight Savings ends on Sunday, 
November 2.

BOYNE CITY
ICE RINK IS OPEN

We’re excited to announce that the 
ice rink is now open for this season 
at Avalanche. Winter Season Warm-
ing House Hours: Monday-Friday: 4 
PM – 9 PM, Saturday & Sunday: 11 
AM – 9 PM. Weekend hours apply 
on holidays and school snow days. 
Come enjoy the rink and kick off the 
winter season with us!

PETOSKEY
NORTHERN MICHIGAN 
HOME AND OUTDOOR 

LIVING SHOW 
MARCH 14 AND 15

Visit with more than 50 vendors at 
the 47th Annual Northern Michigan 
Home and Outdoor Living Show on 
March 14 and 15 at North Central 
Michigan College, Petoskey. Show 
hours are Friday from 11 am to 5 
pm and Saturday from 9 am to 4 
pm. Meet with home improvement 
companies and contractors special-
izing in kitchen and bath renovation, 
decks, windows and doors, roofing, 
design, flooring and all related 
home services such as financing 
and insurance. More info at www.
homeshowupnorth.com.

EAST JORDAN
SUNDAY BREAKFAST

Please come and join the East Jordan 
Trailblazer club, 5586 Mt. Bliss Rd 
on Sunday morning for breakfast 
now thru March 30 from 7am-Noon. 
Adults $10, Children 6 and under $6.

CHARLEVOIX COUNTY
ADVERTISING FUNDS 

THE CHARLEVOIX 
COUNTY NEWS

We love to run community 
announcements and news releases 
about all the things happening in 
Northern Michigan in the Charlevoix 
County News. We help publicize 
hundreds of events and activities 
all across our area. Charlevoix 
County News is distributed by mailed 
subscription or at tons of locations 
throughout Boyne City, Boyne Falls, 
Charlevoix, East Jordan, Ellsworth 
and Petoskey. However, it is 

expensive to publish this newspaper 
each week filled with tons of local 
news and sports. Our main source 
of revenue comes from advertising. 
If your business or organization has 
an advertising budget, be sure to in-
clude the Charlevoix County News in 
your plans. While other newspapers 
in the area are quickly fading, the 
Charlevoix County News is growing. 
Our newsstand prices and advertis-
ing rates are far less than any other 
paper and your message will reach 
readers all across the area. Contact 
us at Office@CharlevoixCountyNEWS.
com or call 989-732-8160. One of 
the few Locally Owned and Locally 
Operated newspapers in the state.

BOYNE CITY
MARKET AT THE 

PAVILION
Join us every Saturday at Veterans 
Park Pavilion from 9am-12pm 
to shop local vendors. Northern 
Michigan’s most talented farmers, 
bakers, entrepreneurs and artists 
create a market unlike any other in 
the region. Live music brightens up 
the morning starting at 10am

CHARLEVOIX
VETERAN SOCIAL & 

LUNCH
The Charlevoix Commission on 
Aging and the Veteran’s Affairs office 
invite all Veterans to please join 
us Every 1st Tuesday of the Month 
for a Veteran’s Social beginning at 
9am and free Lunch for Veteran’s 
beginning at 11:30am. Veterans can 
contact the Charlevoix County Transit 
for free rides to and from the Senior 
Centers hosting the weekly event by 
calling 231-582-6900. Charlevoix 
Senior Center, 06906 Norwood Rd, 
231-547-5361. A BIG Thank you 
to Family Fare of Boyne City, East 
Jordan and Charlevoix who are our 
Collaborative Community Sponsors 
for these events.

BOYNE CITY
VETERAN SOCIAL & 

LUNCH
The Charlevoix Commission on 
Aging and the Veteran’s Affairs office 
invite all Veterans to please join 
us Every 4th Tuesday of the Month 
for a Veteran’s Social beginning at 
9am and free Lunch for Veteran’s 
beginning at 11:30am. Veterans 
can contact the Charlevoix County 
Transit for free rides to and from the 
Senior Centers hosting the weekly 
event by calling 231-582-6900. 
Boyne Area Senior Center – 411 E. 
Division, 231-582-6682. A BIG Thank 
you to Family Fare of Boyne City, East 
Jordan and Charlevoix who are our 
Collaborative Community Sponsors 
for these events.

EAST JORDAN
VETERAN SOCIAL & 

LUNCH
The Charlevoix Commission on 
Aging and the Veteran’s Affairs office 
invite all Veterans to please join 
us Every 3rd Tuesday of the Month 
for a Veteran’s Social beginning at 
9am and free Lunch for Veteran’s 
beginning at 11:30am. Veterans 
can contact the Charlevoix County 
Transit for free rides to and from the 
Senior Centers hosting the weekly 
event by calling 231-582-6900. East 
Jordan Senior Center – 951 Mill 
Street, 231-536-7831. A BIG Thank 
you to Family Fare of Boyne City, East 
Jordan and Charlevoix who are our 
Collaborative Community Sponsors 
for these events.

EAST JORDAN
ROTARY CLUB MEETINGS
The Rotary Club of East Jordan has 
updated dates and times for their 
monthly meetings. The Rotary Club 
will meet the 1st & 3rd Tuesday of 
the month at 12:15 PM and the 2nd 
& 4th Wednesday of the month at 
5:15 PM. Both meeting times and 
dates will be at the Friends of the 
Jordan River Watershed Building 
(FRJ). The club is always looking for 
new members. If you are new to 
the area or have always wondered 
how to get involved with Rotary, 
contact the Chamber Office and we 
will get you the contact information. 
231-536-7351.

CHARLEVOIX
FREE BREAKFAST CLUB 

TEAMS UP WITH COA
Collaboration between the Free 
Breakfast Club & Commission on 
Aging has begun. Anyone can come 
to the Shirley Roloff Center (old 
Elementary School on Division), 
between 8-9am and get a free 
breakfast sponsored by Safe Haven 
and prepared for you by COA chefs 
and our volunteers. You may dine 
in, take out or get curbside pick-up. 
This will happen at the Shirley Roloff 
center every Tuesday and Friday for 
all ages at no cost.

NORTHERN MICHIGAN
CHILD CARE PROGRAM

The MI Tri-Share Child Care Program 
help companies retain their employ-
ees by participating and pay 1/3 of 
the cost of childcare, the OCEA (Grant 
from the State of MI) pays 1/3, 
leaving the parent only to pay 1/3 of 
the childcare cost. We are looking for 
smaller businesses that want to help 
their employees. Right now, some 
of the companies participating are 
Treetops Resort, Albies Foods, Gaylor 
Insurance. We can help self-em-
ployed families by paying 1/3 of cost. 
They would be responsible for 2/3 of 
the cost. Non-Profits can participate 
with this program to help their 
employees. For more information 
call 989-731-7510 or email Brandy@
Gaylord-Otsego.com

EAST JORDAN
TEEN CENTER

The Depot Teen Center Located in the 
Teen Zone at 214 Main St. Serving 
6th-12th Graders throughout 
Northern Michigan Wednesdays & 
Fridays after school until 6pm. (231) 
222-2224. 

CHARLEVOIX
MONTHLY ADULT GRIEF, 
LOSS & BEREAVEMENT 

SUPPORT GROUP 
Hospice of Northwest Michigan 
invites you to join our Monthly adult 
grief, loss & bereavement support 
group, which takes place the 2nd 
Sunday of each month from 4-5pm 
at the First Baptist Church, 6781 
M66 North. This program is open to 
anyone in our community looking 
for assistance in their grief process 
and is facilitated by Rev. David Be-
hling. There is no charge to attend. 
Please feel free to call Hospice at 
231-547-7659 to register or for more 
information.

EAST JORDAN
CANCER SUPPORT 

GROUP
Cancer and Caregiver Support group 
meets at 10am the 3rd Saturday of 
each month at Lighthouse Mission-
ary Church.
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athletes    weekof
the

Korbyn 
Russell
East Jordan Red Devils 
Boys Basketball

In a 77-54 win over 
Mancelona last week, 
Korbyn had a big 
game for the Red 
Devils, getting 18 
points, seven rebounds 
and four steals.

June 
Kirkpatrick
East Jordan Red Devils 
Girls Basketball
The Red Devils are on 
a roll winning two more 
games last week 
against Central Lake 
and Bellaire. In the 
win over Central Lake 
June had 34 points. 
She scored 20 points 
against Bellaire.

Subscribe
friendly & positive news and sports

covering all of Charlevoix County
Distributed to Boyne City, East Jordan, Charlevoix,
Boyne Falls, Walloon Lake, Ellsworth and Atwood.

Contact Us Today at: 989-732-8160

                AND OUTDOORS
CALL (989) 732-8160   EMAIL SPORTS@CHARLEVOIXCOUNTYNEWS.COM

BY BOB DELONG

 The Ellsworth girls’ 
varsity basketball team is 
on a roll. 
 Not only did the Lady 
Lancers win their sixth and 
seventh games in a row 
last week, they clinched 
first place in the Northern 
Lakes Conference West Di-
vision title. Ellsworth host-
ed both Harbor Light NMC 
and Mackinaw City last 
week and they took care of 
business with a 51-31 win 
over the Swordsmen and a 
decisive 49-26 victory over 
the Comets.
 The win over the 
Comets was the first for 
Ellsworth in more than 
2,900 days, (or eight years, 
with the last Lancer victory 
coming in February of 
2017), and puts an end 
to Mackinaw City’s long 
league dominance.
 Ellsworth, (10-3 overall 
and 8-0 in the Northern 

Lakes Conference West Di-
vision), will play the East 
Division winner Burt Lake 
NMC, (12-4 overall and 
9-1 in the league), for the 
conference championship 
later this week. 
 The Lancers won a 
regular season battle with 
the Eagles earlier this year 
by a 46-36 score.
 Against Harbor Light, 
Ellsworth jumped out to 
a 20-5 first quarter lead 
and cruised home to the 
20-point victory. Hannah 
Essenberg led the way 
with 16 points, Ruby 
Pletcher scored 14 points, 
Kerri DeYoung was also 
in double figures with 10 
points, Nora Puroll had 
five points, Bella Essen-
berg added four and Kyley 
Fuller added a two-point 
basket.
 Last Thursday, the 
Lancers almost doubled 
up Mackinaw City with 
an impressive 23-point 
victory. Bella Essenberg 
led the way with 17 points, 
Hannah Essenberg had 
11, DeYoung scored nine 
points, Puroll had eight 
and both Maddie Nagy 
and Sammy Pallman each 
scored two points.
 This week Ellsworth 
will travel to Alba to 
take on the Wildcats and 
Thursday they will take 
on the Eagles in that cross 
over game for the Northern 
Lakes Conference Champi-
onship. 
 With a pair of victories, 
the Lancers, will match last 
years win total of a dozen 
games, (12-9 last season), 
with three weeks to play in 
the regular season plus the 
MHSAA playoffs.

GIRLS BASKETBALL

Ellsworth Girls winning 
streak reaches 7 games

Ruby Pletcher takes the ball toward a lay-up. 
In Motion Images

Hannah Essenberg pops a short jumper. 
In Motion Images

Bella Essenberg gets around 
a Harbor Light defender. 

In Motion Images

BY BEN MURPHY

 After dropping a game to 
Harbor Springs three days 
earlier, the Boyne City girls 
basketball team was able to 
bounce back in Kalkaska on 
Friday. The Lady Ramblers 
dominated the game with 
the Lady Blazers, earning a 
58-16 victory.
 “Girls came back in a 
big way against Kalkaska,” 
head coach Mike Wilson 
said. “They had fun and 
competed, not allowing 
Kalkaska to get much 
going. Kalkaska is a well 
coached team and work 
hard.”
 Boyne raced to a 26-2 
lead after the first quarter 
and had the game well in 
hand by the half with a 38-3 
advantage. They were also 
in front 49-8 entering the 
fourth.
 The Ramblers had eight 
different players score in 
the game, led by Addy 
Burns with 19 points.
 Braydin Noble put in 12 
points and Sidney Bush was 
able to net six points.
 On Tuesday, Jan. 28, 
Boyne lost a home Northern 
Shores Conference game 
with 10th raked Harbor 
Springs, 55-29.
 “Cold shooting and 
getting down in the score 
against a hot Harbor 
Springs team was too much 

for us to 
make up,” 
Wilson 
said. 
“Credit to 
Harbor as 
they seized 
the opportu-
nity to pull 
away.”
 The Ram-
blers were 
only down 
6-5 after the 
first quarter, 
and were 
still in the 
game after 
two, trailing 
22-14 at 
the half. 

They struggled in the third 
though, and were tagged 
with a 41-20 hole entering 
the fourth.
 “The girls played a solid 
first half, but their shots just 
weren’t landing,” Wilson 
said.
 Burns was able to lead 
the Ramblers in this one 
with 12 points, while Elly 
Wilcox chipped in with 
seven points.
 Boyne (8-6 overall, 
5-3 Northern Shores) was 
scheduled to play at home 
with Kingsley on Tuesday, 
makes the trip to rival 
Charlevoix on Friday and 
will head for Grayling on 
Monday.

GIRLS BASKETBALL

Boyne girls bounce back, 
claim win at Kalkaska

Braydin Noble

Sidney Bush

C O N F E R E N C E  S T A N D I N G S
H O C K E Y
2 / 3 / 2 5

Big North Conference
Team W-L-Tie  W-L-Tie
 (Conference)  (Overall)
Alpena 7-1-0 14-8-0
Petoskey 5-2-0 12-7-0
Traverse City West 5-2-0 10-12-0
Traverse City Central 4-3-0 9-12-0
Cadillac 2-8-0 7-15-0
Gaylord 0-9-0 1-19-0
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BY BEN MURPHY

 The Boyne City boys 
basketball team welcomed 
in Kalkaska on Thursday, 
Jan. 30. The Ramblers were 

able to pick 
up a North-
ern Shores 
Conference 
victory, out-
lasting the 
Blazers for 
a final score 
of 48-36.
 They 
were ahead 

just 12-11 after the first 
quarter, and it was still a 
small 21-17 lead at the half.
 Boyne pushed that gap 
to 36-23 entering the fourth 
and kept the Blazers at 
arms-length the rest of the 
night
 The Ramblers were led 
by Jaden Alger with 12 

points and eight rebounds, 
Luke VanZee added nine 
points and Ben Stanek 
chipped in with eight 
points.
 Boyne was unable to get 
a road league win at Harbor 
Springs on Tuesday, Jan. 
28. They lost this Northern 
Shores Conference game, 
63-36.
 The Rams took a 15-9 
lead after the opening 
quarter, and at the half led 
26-14. They also had 15-11 
and 22-11 scoring edges in 
the third and fourth quar-
ters.
 The Ramblers were able 
to get 12 points from Alger 
and Stanek netted eight.
 Boyne (8-7 overall, 7-3 
Northern Shores) was at 
Kingsley on Tuesday, will 
travel to Charlevoix on Fri-
day and they’ll host Sault 
Ste. Marie on Monday.

BY BEN MURPHY

 Not all wins are a thing 
of beauty. That’s how 
Charlevoix felt about their 
boys basketball victory at 

Kingsley on 
Thursday, 
Jan. 30, a 
Northern 
Shores 
Conference 
contest 
they won 
on a score 
of 50-36. 

Considering the alternative 
though, they’ll certainly be 
happy with the win.
 “It wasn’t the prettiest 
game in the world but we’ll 
take it,” head coach Antho-
ny Troshak said.
 “We had a good second 
quarter, got stops, moved 
the ball well, and got some 
easy buckets. We were a 
little flat in the third quarter, 
especially on defense. Give 
credit to Kingsley, they play 
hard, and never gave up.”
 The Rayders held a 

slim 9-7 lead after the after 
the first quarter. The key 
second frame saw Charlev-
oix get things done defen-
sively, holding the Stats 
to just three points. Their 
offense catching fire as well 
allowed them to take a 28-
10 lead into the half. Their 
lead was trimmed some in 
the third, but they still held 
a double digit advantage 
entering the fourth, 50-36.
 The Rayders were led 
by Joe Gaffney with 19 
points, Vitale Collins had 
13 points and three assists 
and Jackson Crouse was 
able to add eight points and 
he hit the glass well to get 
10 rebounds.
 The Stags saw Tucker 
Dreves get 13 points and 
Kole Osborn netted nine.
 Charlevoix (10-4 over-
all, 6-2 Northern Shores) 
hosted Kalkaska on Tues-
day, played at Grayling on 
Wednesday, hosts Boyne 
City on Friday and will 
make the trip to East Jordan 
on Monday.

BY BEN MURPHY

 The Boyne Falls boys 
basketball team was able 
to take a lead through the 
first quarter of their home 
Northern Lakes Conference 
game with Mackinaw City 
on Wednesday, Jan. 29. 
They weren’t able to keep 
the Comets in check for 
long though, as the Loggers 
fell behind in the second 
and eventually dropped the 
game, 52-23.
 Field-goals by Edward 
Legato and Matthew Shafer 
in the first quarter helped 
Boyne Falls lead 6-3 after 
one. Isaiah Falting hit a 
three pointer in the second, 
but that was the only field-
goal for the Loggers in that 
quarter, and they were faced 
with an 18-10 deficit at the 
half.
 Hausler knocked down 
a shot in the third quarter, 
but M-C continued to pull 
away, holding a 43-12 lead 
entering the fourth.
 Shafer netted six more 
points in the final quarter 
and he finished with nine on 
the night. Falting hit a three 
pointer in the final frame to 
help him get to six points, 
Lebato finished with four 
points, Hausler put in three 
and Braylon Hart chipped 
in with one. The Loggers 
are led by head coach An-
drew Stevens this season.
 Kyle Valot led the 
Comets with 11 points and 
Braylon Currie netted nine.
 B-F (0-12 overall) hosts 
Mackinaw City today 
(Thursday) for their NLC 

crossover game, hosts 
Traverse City Homeschool 
on Monday and will host 
Wolverine on Thursday, 
Feb. 13.

BOYS BASKETBALL

Ellsworth splits a pair of 
conference games
Lancers lose to Harbor Light 69-43 and beat Mackinaw City 57-37

BOYS BASKETBALL

Charlevoix boys 
up another 
league win

BOYS BASKETBALL

Boyne City boys nab double 
digit win over Kalkaska

BOYS BASKETBALL

Boyne Falls drops home game with Mack City

Joe Gaffney

Jaden Alger

Sports OFFICE@CHARLEVOIXCOUNT YNEWS.COM

BY BOB DELONG

 The Ellsworth boys’ 
varsity basketball team split 
a pair of league games last 
week. Last Wednesday the 
Lancers hosted and lost 
69-43 to league leading 
Harbor Light NMC, (12-2), 
and two days later they 
were able to rebound to 
beat Mackinaw City, (7-8), 
57-37 on their home floor.
 Against the Swordsmen, 
the Lancers just could not 
quite match the firepower 
of Harbor Light and Ells-
worth suffered their largest 
point differential of the year 
in the 26-point setback.
 The Lancers did have 
three player sin double fig-
ures, as Ezra Wallis scored 
13 points; Cam Snyder had 
a nice double double with 
11 points and 11 rebounds 
and Evincio LaCount 
scored 10 points, added 
four assists and swiped 
three steals on the night. 
Ben Strange added three 
points and four boards; 
Billy Hopp had a three 
pointer, Josiah Chellis had a 
two-point basket and Jakob 
Paehler added a free throw 
to complete the scoring.
 Both the Comets and the 
Lancers had players miss-
ing due to illness this past 
Friday, however, Ellsworth 
got the win over Mackinaw 
City by a comfortable 20 
points, 57-37.
 Snyder had his high 
points game of the year for 
Ellsworth with 16 and he 
gathered nine rebounds; 
Strange had a dozen 
points; LaCount was also 
in double figures with 11 
points and he snared half a 

dozen boards. Wallis had 
half a dozen points, Hopp 
added five, Chellis scored 
four points and Ricky Lin 
rounded out the scoring 
for the Lancers with three 
points.
 Ellsworth will have 
some very tough tests over 
an eight-day period the next 
two weeks.
 Monday the Lancers will 
host Traverse City Chris-
tian, (14-2), Friday they 

will play home to a League 
Crossover game, (most like-
ly 8-5 Alanson), Saturday 
they host a non-conference 
tilt against Buckley, (6-9), 
to complete their home-
stand. Finally, next Mon-
day, Ellsworth will travel to 

Gaylord St. Mary, (8-3), for 
another game against the 
Ski Valley leading Snow-
birds. If nothing else, this 
next week will be a helper 
for the Lancers to prepare 
for the MHSAA D4 District 
Tourney later this month.

Ezra Wallis listens to the 
coach during a timeout. 

In Motion Images

Matthew Shafer of Boyne Falls goes in for a contested lay-up during last week’s 
home loss to Mackinaw City. Photo by Ben Murphy

Boyne Falls’ Isaiah Falting 
passes the ball off. 

Photo by Ben Murphy

Devn Hausler looks to pass the ball away. 
Photo by Ben Murphy

Cameron Snyder looks to 
find an open teammate. 

In Motion Images

Evincio LaCount shoots a 3-pointer. In Motion Images

Big North Conference
Team W-L W-L
 (Conference)  (Overall)

Cadillac 6-1 11-4
Traverse City West 4-1 13-2
Traverse City Central 3-2 9-4
Gaylord 2-4 5-7
Petoskey 1-4 8-8
Alpena 1-5 4-10

Northern Shores Conference
Elk Rapids 8-1 12-4
Harbor Springs 7-2 12-3
Charlevoix 6-2 10-4
Boyne City 7-3 8-7
Cheboygan 5-4 10-4
Grayling 2-7 7-7
Kalkaska 1-7 5-9
Kingsley 0-10 0-15

Ski Valley Conference
East Jordan 11-2 12-3
Bellaire 11-2 13-4
Mancelona 9-3 9-7
Gaylord St Mary 8-3 8-4
Indian River Inland 
  Lakes 6-5 6-7
Onaway 4-7 4-10
Central Lake 4-8 4-12
Fife Lake Forest Area 2-9 3-11
Pellston 2-9 3-11
Johannesburg- 
  Lewiston 1-10 1-13

Northern Lakes Conference 
West Division

Team W-L W-L
 (Conference)  (Overall)

Harbor Springs Harbor 
  Light Christian 4-0 13-2
Ellsworth 2-2 8-7
Boyne Falls 0-4 0-12

Northern Lakes Conference 
East Division

Burt Lake Northern 
  Michigan Christian 5-1 11-4
Alanson 4-1 8-5
Mackinaw City 2-3 7-8
Wolverine 0-6 2-11

North Star League-Big Dipper
Alcona 5-0 12-2
Oscoda 4-1 9-6
Rogers City 3-2 10-5
St Helen Charlton 
  Heston Academy 2-3 11-3
Tawas 1-4 4-8
Whittemore-Prescott 0-5 1-13

North Star League-Little Dipper
Hillman 7-1 11-5
Mio 5-2 9-5
Fairview 4-2 6-9
Au Gres-Sims 3-3 6-6
Posen 3-5 4-11
Hale 2-5 3-10
Atlanta 0-6 0-12

C O N F E R E N C E  S T A N D I N G S
B O Y S  B A S K E T B A L L 

2 / 3 / 2 5
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THE NORTHERN MICHIGAN BRASS BAND




Everyone is invited to enjoy an afternoon of wonderful music played by some of northern 
Michigan’s finest brass players. This 30-piece, British-style brass band will present a varied 
program that really does have something for everyone, ranging from classical transcriptions and 
traditional marches to contemporary contest pieces, jazz and pop. 

*This program is sponsored, in part, by Short’s Brewing Company. Audience members will 
receive a coupon for a 25% discount at Short’s in Bellaire good any time through March 31. 

P  R  O  G  R  A  M

For further information,  
please visit www.northernmichiganbrassband.org.

First Congregational Church UCC 
101 State Street 

Charlevoix, Michigan 
Sunday, February 23, 2025 

3:00 P.M. 
$10 Admission - All Students Free 

Tickets available at the door. 

Bellaire High School Performing Arts Center* 
204 W. Forest Home Ave. 

Bellaire, Michigan 
Sunday, March 2, 2025 

3:00 P.M. 
$10 Admission - All Students Free 

Tickets available at the door. 

Horizons 
by Paul Lovatt-Cooper 

Air for Band 
by Frank Erickson 

arranged by Luc Vertommen 

Cousins 
by Herbert L. Clarke 

Mr. Pat Jarve, Bb cornet 
Dr. Edward Bahr, trombone 

Compostela 
The Way of St. James 

by Thierry Deleruyelle 

The Commonwealth 
(march) 

by William Rimmer 
transcribed by Derek Broadbent 

A Musical Toast 
Fondly dedicated to the memory 

of André Konstelanetz 
by Leonard Bernstein 

arranged by Luc Vertommen 

Overture & Conga from 
Wonderful Town 
by Leonard Bernstein 

arranged by Luc Vertommen 

Czechen Polka 
by Johann Strauss 

arranged by Luc Vertommen 

The Belle of Chicago 
(march) 

by John Philip Sousa 

The Billboard  
(march) 

by John Klohr 

The Beau Ideal  
(march) 

by John Philip Sousa 

BETTER CARS AT FAIR PRICES
We offer good quality used vehicles for everyone, regardless of your credit history. Low down payments and easy financing are available to everyone.

BUY HERE
PAY HERE

2251 US HWY 31 N.,  PETOSKEY, MI
(231) 347-3200 •  www.byrider.com 

22001177  GGrraanndd  ccaarraavvaann  ssxxTT
Leather, captain chairs, 

remoter start, 105 K miles. .

22001199  GGrraanndd  ccaarraavvaann
captain chairs, 7 passenger, Stow-N-

Go seats, 107 K miles.

22001111  bbuuiiccKK  LLuucceerrnnee
113 K miles. 

22001177  cchheevvyy  ssoonniicc
Great MPG, 58 K miles.

22002200  cchheevvyy  eeqquuiinnooxx  LLTT  
Rear camera, 31 MPG hwy, 

118 K miles.

22002200  cchheevvyy  ssppaarrKK
38 MPG, rear camera, 63 K mi..

22002211  bbuuiiccKK  
eennccoorree

AWD, rear camera, 81 K miles. 

22001199  ssuubbaarruu  
ccrroossssTTrreeKK

AWD, 111 K miles.

22002222  rraamm  11550000
Double cab, tow pkg, bedliner. 

22001155  ssiiLLvveerraaddoo  11550000  LLss
4x4, double cab, 

tow pkg, 121 K miles.

22001144  KKiiaa  ssoouuLL
Rear camera, 106 K miles.

22001144  FFoorrdd  TTrraannssiiTT  
ccoonnnneeccTT  xxLLTT

3rd row seat, rear camera, 134 K mi..

22001199  cchheevvyy  eeqquuiinnooxx
LT • 126 K miles. 

22001199  FFoorrdd  FF--115500
Tow pkg, bedliner, 111 K mil.

22001177  FFoorrdd  FFooccuuss
Great MPG, 158 K miles.

NOW OFFERING DAILY CAR RENTALS

Any adult looking to get their high
school diploma or GED, Please contact
Dr. David Harwood at 989-983-2561,
or harwoodd@vanderbilt.k12.mi.us

Call the Human 
Trafficking Hotline

We have seen a lot of stories in the news recently
about human trafficking in Michigan.

If you see or hear something that should be 
reported please call the hotline.

The National Human Trafficking Hotline number is 

888-373-7888
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BY BEN MURPHY

 With what’s at stake 
in the Ski Valley Confer-
ence race, the East Jordan 
boys basketball team can’t 
overlook anybody. The 
Red Devils certainly didn’t 
overlook visiting Forest 
Area on Friday, as they 
rolled to a win over the 
Warriors, 74-14.
 “A total team effort, ev-
eryone got a lot of minutes 
and played really well in 
those minutes,” head coach 
Nate Dzwik said. “I was re-
ally proud of the energy by 
all the guys. This is a game 
that could be tough coming 
off the win against Mance-
lona with St. Mary’s on 
Monday, but the kids came 
in and took care of business 
tonight. Really proud of the 
execution from everybody 
on the floor.”
 It was all Red Devils 
right form the get-go. 
They raced to a 25-6 lead 
after the first quarter and it 
was 45-6 at the half. They 
outscored the Warriors 13-4 
in both the third and fourth 
quarters amidst a running 
clock.
 The Red Devils were 
led by Austin Sneed and 
Korbyn Russell, who both 
had 14 points; Russell also 
had three rebounds and two 
steals. William Webb had 
eight points and five assists, 
Hadly McCafferty had 
eight points and he hit the 
boards for seven rebounds, 
Elliss Malpass and Miles 
Raymond both had six 
points, Eli Burns and Trace 
Wynkoop both chipped in 

with five points, Max Beal 
hit for three points and add-
ing two points was Brandon 
Caldwell. Griffin Boyer 
also had seven rebounds 
and two assists.
 E-J also won a home Ski 
Valley game over Mancelo-
na on Wednesday, Jan. 29, 
on a score of 77-54. This 
was an extra sweet victory 
for the team, as they lost 
to the Ironmen back in the 
first week of the season.
 “Complete team effort,” 
Dzwik said. “Obviously 
one we’ve had circled on 
the calendar since our lost 
to them early in the year. 
Defensively we added a 
couple wrinkles and really 
tried to pressure them and 
make them uncomfortable. 

Credit to (their coach) and 
his team they played hard 
and fought the entire game, 
this is a style of game. 
They really do well and 
overall they kept fighting 
and the final score was 
more than what the game 
felt like.”
 The Red Devils held a 
20-14 lead after the first 
quarter, and they increased 
that to 39-24 at the half. 
Mancelona cut into things 
some in the third, pulling 
within 53-41, but E-J had 
their best offensive frame 
in the fourth, scoring 24 
points.
 “Max had a great first 
half especially the first 
quarter,” Dzwik said. “He 
had a couple threes did a 
nice job on defense. We got 
in foul trouble with Ryder, 
Brendan and Will all being 
with two fouls in the first 
half so our guys from the 
bench like Eli Burns and 
Hadley McCafferty and 
Trace Wynkoop gave some 
great minutes. Eli stepped 
up and really protected the 
rim today. Blocked quite a 
few shots and altered quite 
a few others. And Corbin’s 
just steady. I thought he did 
a great job tonight. Overall, 
a great win keeps us in line 
for our goals of fighting for 
a conference title with a big 
couple weeks coming up.”

 Russell had a big game 
for the Red Devils, getting 
18 points, seven rebounds 
and four steals. Beal had 
11 points, 10 rebounds and 
three steals and Aenis hit 
double figures too, with 10 
points and he hit the glass 
for six boards. 
 Wynkoop added nine 
points and four rebounds, 
R. Malpass also had nine 
points, E. Malpass add-
ed seven points and 10 
boards, Webb was able 
to get six points, eight 
rebounds, eight assists and 
two steals, Burns netted 
three points and with two 
each was McCafferty and 
Sneed.
 E-J (11-3 overall, 10-2 
Ski Valley) had a key 
league game at Gaylord St. 
Mary on Monday, was at 
Johannesburg-Lewiston on 
Wednesday and hosts St. 
Mary on Friday. 
 They also have a home 
contest with Charlevoix on 
Monday.
 “Kids are getting ready 
for a huge week, with Gay-
lord St. Mary twice, who is 
leading the league, and trip 
to Jo-Burg between those 
games,” Dzwik said.

BOYS BASKETBALL

Wins over Forest Area, Mancelona 
keep East Jordan boys in title hunt

Sports OFFICE@CHARLEVOIXCOUNT YNEWS.COM

The East Jordan student section stayed on their feet to cheer for the Red Devils in a game 
against Mancelona Ironmen on January 29. Photo Credit: Joanie Moore

The Red Devils and Ironmen battle for a rebound ball in a 
game on January 29. East Jordan won the contest 77-54. 

Photo: Joanie Moore

Hadley McCafferty get an easy lay-up. In Motion Images

Ellis Malpass goes high over a Mancelona 
defender for a lay-up. In Motion Images

Korbyn Russell takes free 
throw v Mancelona

Photo Credit: Joanie Moore

Mancelona junior Jackson Bennett (4) tips the ball 
away from East Jordan senior Korbyn Russell in a game 

on January 29. Photo Credit: Joanie Moore

Brenden Aenis get a lay-up over a Mancelona defender. In Motion Images

Red Devil Ryder Malpass 
lines up for a free throw. 

In Motion Images
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BY BEN MURPHY

 The Boyne Falls girls 
basketball team lost their 
home game with Mackinaw 
City on Wednesday, Jan. 29. 
The Lady Loggers played 
hard in the contest, but 
ultimately came up short, 
52-14.
 The Loggers, led by 
head coach Anthony Bell, 
watched the Comets open 
the game with the first 12 
points, and they were down 
12-0 after one.
 Elleana Loper got Boyne 
Falls its first points early in 
the second, splitting a pair 
of free throws.
 She also knocked down 
a field-goal that brought the 
team within 16-3.
 Cheyana Spang connect-
ed on two shots from the 
floor in the second as well, 
as the Comets held a 24-7 
advantage at the half.
 The Loggers were 
outscored 20-0 in the third 
quarter, leaving them be-
hind 44-7 after three.
 Spang ended the game 
on a strong note, hitting 
three field-goals in the final 
minute; helping her hit 
double figures on the night 
with 10 points. Loper added 
three points in the game and 
Calli Silva had one point.
 Boyne Falls (0-11 over-
all) is scheduled to host 
Traverse City Homeschool 
on Monday and is home 
with Cadillac Heritage 
Christian on Thursday, 
Feb. 13.

BY BEN MURPHY

 Host Central Lake had 
upset on their mind on 
Thursday. The East Jordan 
girls basketball team were 
missing some key contribu-
tors, but they were still able 
to do just enough to get the 
job done though, as they 
survived a tough road Ski 
Valley Conference game to 
get the win, 48-44.
 “Central Lake is very 
much improved and played 
a nice game,” head coach 
Tim Smith said. “We played 
without a couple keys 
players and had some girls 
step up and make big shots 
down the stretch. Freshman 
Lilly Pinney made two big 
threes down the stretch. 
June Kirkpatrick saw anoth-
er box-and-one tonight 
and we are getting better at 
attacking the junk defense 
she sees.”
 The Red Devils led the 
game 14-13 after one and 
26-24 at the half. Both 
teams netted 11 points in 
the third, but E-J was able 
to get a small scoring edge 
in the fourth to escape town 
with the win.
 They were led by June 
Kirkpatrick, who was im-

pressive once again, getting 
34 points. Pinney finished 
with six and Madison 
Bearden was able to net 
five.
 The Lady Trojans had 10 
points from Jo Hayde, nine 
by Maleeya Hubbard and 
eight from Claire Shooks.
 E-L also won a road Ski 
Valley game in Bellaire on 
Tuesday, Jan. 29, outscor-
ing the Lady Eaglse 41-19.
 “Give Bellaire credit 
they play very well defen-
sively and we struggled to 
finish around the rim and 
at foul line,” Smith said. 
“I do think we are getting 
more connected defensive-
ly and to hold an opponent 
under 20 points gives you a 
chance most nights.”
 E-J took a 14-5 lead 
after the first quarter, but 
things remained at about 
that gap. They also led 
18-10 at the half and 24-12 
entering the fourth.
 June Kirkpatrick scored 
20 points for the team and 
JoJo Kirkpatrick put in 10. 
The Eagles had Brooke 
Fisher scored eight points.
 E-J (10-4 overall, 9-2 
Ski Valley) sits two games 
behind league leading 
Gaylord St. Mary and 

one behind Inland Lakes. 
The Red Devils were at 
home with Mancelona on 
Tuesday, will stay at home 

to face Forest Area today 
(Thursday) and they’ll host 
Charlevoix on Monday.

GIRLS BASKETBALL

East Jordan girls survive close 
game with Central Lake, 48-44 BY BEN MURPHY

 The Charlevoix girls 
basketball team took on two 
difficult Northern Shores 
Conference opponents last 
week. They dropped both 
contests, including Thurs-
day’s home match-up with 
Kingsley, 60-24.
 The Lady Rayders were 
behind 16-6 after the first 
quarter. They had one three 
from Emma Meadows in 
the second, but Kingsley’s 
offense kept going and took 
a 28-10 lead at the half. In 
the third, Charlevoix had a 
three from Cordelia Cun-
ningham and a bucket from 
Hanna Miller; though it was 
42-15 Kingsley entering the 
fourth.
 Meadows netted four 
more points in the final 
quarter to give her seven 
for the game.
 Cunningham and Ayla 
Kemp had three apiece 
while getting two each was 
Miller, Brooklin Schwen-
kee Taryn Carey and Sarah 
Wyglendowski.
 Emile Robinson led the 

Lady Stags with 18 points 
and Marissa Graham added 
11.
 On Wednesday, Jan. 29 
Charlevoix lost a home 
league game against Gray-
ling, 41-25.
 Kemp scored all eight of 
the team’s points in the first 
quarter, as they fell behind 
15-8 after one.
 They were also down 
25-17 at the half and 39-17 
entering the fourth.
 The Rayders were led 
by Kemp with 15 points, 
Maggie Sheaffer netted 
five, Meadows hit a three 
pointer to count for her 
three points and adding two 
was Wyglendowski.
 The Vikings had Olivia 
Duba and Cali D’Amour 
both score nine points.
 Charlevoix (2-11 overall, 
1-7 Northern Shores) had 
a road game at Kalkaska 
on Wednesday, is at home 
with Boyne City on Friday, 
will head to East Jordan on 
Monday and they’ll head to 
Traverse City St. Francis on 
Wednesday.

GIRLS BASKETBALL

Lady Comets overtake Boyne Falls in NLC play

In the Rough, Professionally Painted 
or Completely Restored

Over 7,000 sq. ft. of Furniture, Antiques & Goodies

06176 Old U.S. 31 South, Charlevoix, MI 49720

E-Mail: donkellyantiques@yahoo.com

FURNITURE BARN
(231) 547-0133 • Cell (231) 881-0353

Web: dkellyantiques.com

CUSTOM & ANTIQUE
FURNITURE

Bellaire Lady Eagles defenders Tatum Molski (1), Brooklyn 
Fischer (left) and Abigayle Yuhaus pressure East Jordan 

senior June Kirkpatrick (34) in a game on January 28. East 
Jordan defeated the Lady Eagles 41-19. 

Photo: Joanie Moore

Cheyana Spang of Boyne Falls goes up for the ball on the opening tip.
photo by Ben Murphy

Elleana Loper brings the 
ball down the court. 

photo by Ben Murphy
Lilli Fenske with the ball near the mid-court line. 

photo by Ben Murphy

GIRLS BASKETBALL

Charlevoix girls drop pair 
of league games

Big North Conference
Team W-L W-L
 (Conference)  (Overall)

Traverse City Central 7-0 9-5
Cadillac 4-2 8-5
Petoskey 3-4 8-5
Gaylord 2-4 5-8
Traverse City West 2-4 4-9
Alpena 1-5 6-7

Northern Shores Conference
Team W-L W-L
 (Conference)  (Overall)

Harbor Springs 8-0 12-2
Kingsley 5-2 6-6
Boyne City 5-3 8-6
Elk Rapids 4-3 7-6
Grayling 4-4 9-5
Cheboygan 3-4 6-6
Charlevoix 1-7 2-11
Kalkaska 0-7 2-9

Ski Valley Conference
Team W-L W-L
 (Conference)  (Overall)

Gaylord St Mary 10-0 11-1
Indian River 
  Inland Lakes 9-1 10-3
East Jordan 9-2 10-4
Johannesburg-
  Lewiston 6-4 8-5
Onaway 5-5 6-6
Central Lake 5-6 7-6
Mancelona 4-7 4-10
Bellaire 3-8 5-8
Fife Lake Forest Area 1-9 2-11
Pellston 0-10 1-11

Northern Lakes Conference 
West Division

Team W-L W-L
 (Conference)  (Overall)

Ellsworth 8-0 10-3
Harbor Springs Harbor 
  Light Christian 5-4 6-7
Alba 1-5 1-6
Boyne Falls 0-6 0-11
Petoskey St Michael 0-0 0-0

Northern Lakes Conference 
East Division

Burt Lake Northern 
  Michigan Christian 9-1 12-4
Mackinaw City 4-2 7-10
Alanson 3-6 5-9
Wolverine 0-7 1-9

North Star League-Big Dipper
Oscoda 5-0 12-0
Tawas 4-1 8-5
Rogers City 3-2 8-5
Alcona 2-3 2-10
Whittemore-Prescott 1-4 4-9
St Helen Charlton 
  Heston Academy 0-5 0-12

North Star League-Little Dipper
Mio 5-1 9-4
Au Gres-Sims 5-1 8-4
Hale 5-2 10-4
Hillman 5-2 9-5
Posen 2-6 6-9
Atlanta 1-5 2-7
Fairview 0-6 1-9

C O N F E R E N C E  S T A N D I N G S
G I R L S  B A S K E T B A L L 

2 / 3 / 2 5
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 On January 31st, the 
Charlevoix Varsity Wres-
tling Team traveled to 
Grayling to compete in the 
Northern Shores Confer-
ence Championship Tour-
nament.  The Rayders won 
the tournament, edging out 
second place Grayling by 
2 points.  The final scores 
were as follows: Charlevoix 
253, Grayling 251, Boyne 
City 179, Cheboygan 153, 
Kingsley 126 and Kalkas-
ka 117.  Individual results 
were as follows:

Huntley Thorson, Freshman, 
120 lbs. – 3 and 2, 3rd Place

Raigan Swadling, Fresh-
man 126 lbs. – 3 and 2, 3rd 
Place

Kalen Titus, Freshman, 132 
lbs. – 5 and 0, Conference 
Champion – All-Confer-
ence

Max Reynolds, Junior, 138 
lbs. – 2 and 3

Collin Jess, Freshman, 150 
lbs. – 5 and 0, Conference 
Champion – All-Confer-
ence

Logan Wilks, Senior, 157 
lbs. – 4 and 1, 2nd Place – 
All-Conference Honorable 
Mention

Parker Grubb, Freshman, 
165 lbs. - 5 and 0, Confer-
ence Champion – All-Con-
ference

Brady Warchol, Senior, 175 
lbs. –  5 and 0, Conference 
Champion – All-Confer-
ence

Ryan Glass, Sophomore, 
190 lbs. – 2 and 3

Sawyer Blaszczyk, Junior, 
215 lbs. – 4 and 1, 2nd 
Place – All-Conference 
Honorable Mention

Connor Ortiz, Senior, Hwt., 
- 4 and 1, 2nd Place – All 
Conference Honorable 
Mention

 Next up, the Rayders 
will host MHSAA Team 
Districts on February 5th, 
and then compete in MH-
SAA Individual Districts 
at Manistique on February 
8th. 

Parker Grubb Brady Warchol

WRESTLING

Rayders are Northern Shores
Conference Champions

Kalen Titus Collin Jess

106
Guaranteed Places

1st Place - Andrew Betz of Boyne City HS
2nd Place - Alex Moore of Grayling HS

3rd Place - Chazz Andrews of Cheboygan Area HS
4th Place - Serenity Fukino of Kalkaska HS

113
Guaranteed Places

1st Place - Gavin Holmes of Grayling HS
2nd Place - Korbin Kopenkoskey of Boyne City HS
3rd Place - Kenneth Warner of Cheboygan Area HS

4th Place - Kylie Robinson of Kalkaska HS

120
Guaranteed Places

1st Place - Owen Lewicki of Grayling HS
2nd Place - Evan Fradette of Cheboygan Area HS

3rd Place - Huntley Thorson of Charlevoix HS
4th Place - Evan Carlson of Kalkaska HS

5th Place - Peyton Frost of Boyne City HS

126
Guaranteed Places

1st Place - Gabriel Buyze-Prieto of Kalkaska HS
2nd Place - LIAM ALLEN of Grayling HS

3rd Place - Raigan Swadling of Charlevoix HS
4th Place - Conner Abernathy of Cheboygan Area HS

132
Guaranteed Places

1st Place - Kalen Titus of Charlevoix HS
2nd Place - Tyvin Loveless of Boyne City HS
3rd Place - Macy Pierce of Kingsley Area HS

138
Guaranteed Places

1st Place - Max Huspen of Grayling HS
2nd Place - Alex Drury of Kingsley Area HS

3rd Place - Deegan Anthony of Boyne City HS
4th Place - Max Reynolds of Charlevoix HS

5th Place - Liam Fradette of Cheboygan Area HS

144
Guaranteed Places

1st Place - Bruyn Hauger of Boyne City HS
2nd Place - Nolan Hodges of Kingsley Area HS

3rd Place - Joey Morphis of Kalkaska HS

150
Guaranteed Places

1st Place - Collin Jess of Charlevoix HS
2nd Place - Chase Swanson of Cheboygan Area HS

3rd Place - Richard Bristol of Boyne City HS

157
Guaranteed Places

1st Place - Jordan Peters of Grayling HS
2nd Place - Logan Wilks of Charlevoix HS

3rd Place - Levi Johnson of Kingsley Area HS
4th Place - Coltrane Paryani of Kalkaska HS
5th Place - Caleb Daniels of Boyne City HS

165
Guaranteed Places

1st Place - Parker Grubb of Charlevoix HS
2nd Place - Mason Ash of Cheboygan Area HS

175
Guaranteed Places

1st Place - Brady Warchol of Charlevoix HS
2nd Place - Ryan Stade of Grayling HS

3rd Place - Jack Horning of Boyne City HS
4th Place - Kaden Kimball of Kalkaska HS

190
Guaranteed Places

1st Place - Colton Goethals of Kingsley Area HS
2nd Place - Braiden Tuck of Grayling HS
3rd Place - Ryan Glass of Charlevoix HS

4th Place - Jeremy Stout of Boyne City HS

215
Guaranteed Places

1st Place - Danny Bonamie of Grayling HS
2nd Place - Sawyer Blaszczyk of Charlevoix HS
3rd Place - Collin McCoy of Kingsley Area HS

285
Guaranteed Places

1st Place - Luke Munger of Cheboygan Area HS
2nd Place - Connor Ortiz of Charlevoix HS

3rd Place - Zeke Wright of Grayling HS
4th Place - Dwayne Rice of Kalkaska HS

WRESTLING

N O R T H E R N  S H O R E S  C O N F E R E N C E 
C H A M P I O N S H I P

Results from conference championship meet, Friday, January 31.

 On January 29th, the Charlevoix Varsity Wrestling 
Team traveled to Alpena for dual meets with Alpena and 
Sault St. Marie.  The Rayders defeated Sault St. Marie 47 
to 29 and Alpena 41 to 30.  

Individual results were as follows:
• Raigan Swadling, Freshman 126 lbs. – 2 and 0
• Kalen Titus, Freshman, 132 lbs. - 2 and 0
• Katie Matter, Sophomore, 138 lbs. - 0 and 2
• Lauralee Rhode, Freshman, 144 lbs. - 0 and 2
• Collin Jess, Freshman, 150 lbs. – 2 and 0
• Logan Wilks, Senior, 157 and 165 lbs. – 2 and 0
• Parker Grubb, Freshman 157 and 165 lbs. - 1 and 1
• Brady Warchol, Senior, 175 lbs. –  2 and 0
• Ryan Glass, Sophomore, 190 lbs. – 2 and 0
• Sawyer Blaszczyk, Junior, 215 lbs. – 2 and 0
• Connor Ortiz, Senior, Hwt., - 1 and 1
Exhibition Matches:
• Huntley Thorson, Freshman, 126 lbs. – 1 and 0
• Jakob Simons, Freshman, 126 lbs. –  1 and 0
• Phat Nguyen, Freshman, Hwt. - 1 and 0

 On February 2nd  two Charlevoix varsity wrestlers 
competed in the Midland Chemic Clash Girls Invitational.   
First year wrestler Freshman Lauralee Rhode went 1 and 2, 
second year wrestler Sophomore Kate Matter went 4 and 2 
(taking 4th place in the 16-man bracket).  Next up the girls 
will compete MHSAA Girls District #1 at Gaylord High 
School on February 9th.

WRESTLING

Rayders Wrestlers
win 2 in Alpena
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BY KIMBERLY PIECHAN

 The Ramblers Varsity 
Boys Bowling team faced 
stiff competition at North-
ern Lights Recreation, 
splitting their matches with 
a loss to Rogers City and a 
strong win over Grayling.

Match 1: 
Ramblers vs. Rogers City
 The first match of the day 
proved to be a challenging 
one, with the Ramblers 
falling to Rogers City by a 
score of 21.5 to 8.5. Despite 
the loss, several bowlers 
posted impressive scores:
• Zac Karlskin - 142
• Grant Piper - 169
• Sid Vanslembrouck - 174
• Ben Mathers - 170

• Brennan Dart - 103
• Zach Piechan - 201
• Jonathan Shepherd - 223

Match 2: 
Ramblers vs. Grayling
 The team bounced back 
in their second match, 
dominating Grayling with 
a decisive 28 to 2 victory. 
The bowlers delivered 
strong performances, with 
Jonathan Shepherd leading 
the way with a high score 
of 236.
• Zac Karlskin - 181
• Grant Piper - 179
• Sid Vanslembrouck - 128
• Ben Mathers - 163
• Brennan Dart - 173
• Zach Piechan - 200
• Jonathan Shepherd - 236
 The Ramblers show-

cased resilience and 
determination, shaking off 
their initial loss to finish 
the day on a high note. The 
team looks to build on this 
momentum as they continue 

their season. The Ram-
blers will be hosting next 
Saturday’s matches on their 
home lanes (BC Lanes). 
Come out and support the 
Bowling teams.

BOYS BOWLING

Ramblers have nice comeback 
win over Grayling
Will host matches at BC Lanes February 8

Jonathan Shepherd Zach Piechan

BY BECKY MCGEORGE

 With an impressive 
season winding down, 
the Lady Ramblers find 
themselves undefeated 
still.  The leadership of 
their two senior captains of 

Lauren LaBute and Victoria 
McGeorge and with the 
additional experience of 
seniors Brynn Sero, Marlee 
Fischl and Whitney Root 
brings years of experience 
to the table this year. 
  This group of ladies 
has shown dedication and 

commitment to the sport. 
The first match the ladies 
beat out Gaylord 28 to 2. 
 The second match of the 
day against Rogers City 
was a shut out 30-0.
 High games for the day 
were Victoria McGeorge 
217, Lauren LaBute 206, 

Audrey Joyner 198, Brynn 
Sero 185, Marlee Fischl 
172 and Whitney Root 171.
 The Ramblers host the 
final conference matches 
next Saturday. 
 Join us at home to cheer 
these girls on.

GIRLS BOWLING

Lady Ramblers Sweep in Petoskey
Remaining Undefeated 
Host match at BC Lanes Saturday

 The 49th annual White 
Pine Stampede is now in 
the books. The event began 
at Mancelona High School 
on Saturday morning. More 
than 180 racers participat-
ed. 
 For race results see 
www.WhitePineStampede.
org

PHOTOS: JOANIE MOORE

49th annual White Pine Stampede

Racers take off from the starting line of the 49th annual White Pine Stampede at 
Mancelona High School early Saturday morning.

Volunteers at a checkpoint 
on Simpson Road offer 
water to skiers in the 

annual White Pine 
Stampede Saturday.

Skiers in the 49th annual White Pine Stampede across the Nothstine Road crossing 
just moments after the start of the race behind Mancelona High School.

White Pine Stampede Race Director Ben Tarbutton (far left) fires a gunshot start to begin the 49th annual race. Tarbutton 
said this is the first time since 2019 that the race was not cancelled or shortened due to either Covid-19, or lack of snow. 
“Over 180 skiers participated with smiles on their faces with a fantastic course manned by volunteers,” Tarbutton said. 

DIVISION 1
 1  Rockford
 2  East Lansing
 3  Detroit U of D Jesuit
 4  Orchard Lake St Mary’s
 5  Bloomfield Hills
   Brother Rice
 6  Marquette
 7  Detroit Martin
  Luther King
 8  Waterford Mott
 9  Lansing Waverly
 10  Hudsonville
 11  Wayne Memorial
 12  Ann Arbor Huron
 13  Oxford
 14  Detroit Cass Tech
 15  Muskegon
16  Dearborn
17  Port Huron
18  Greenville
19  Grand Blanc
 20  Novi

DIVISION 2
 1  Flint Powers Catholic
 2  Warren Lincoln
 3  Hudsonville Unity
  Christian
 4  Grand Rapids Covenant
   Christian
 5  South Haven
 6  Romulus Summit 
  Academy North
 7  Kingsford
 8  Yale
 9  Detroit Old Redford
10  Onsted
11  Grand Rapids South
  Christian
12  Adrian
13  Freeland
14  Grand Rapids Catholic
  Central
15  Standish-Sterling
16  Berrien Springs
17  Dearborn Advanced
  Tech Academy
18  Tecumseh
19  Adrian Madison
20  Whitehall

DIVISION 3
 1  Maple City Glen Lake
 2  Harbor Beach
 3  Jackson Lumen Christi
 4  Harbor Springs
 5  Riverview Gabriel 
  Richard
 6  Millington
 7  Schoolcraft
 8  Pewamo-Westphalia
 9  Grass Lake
10  Iron Mountain
11  Alcona
12  Evart
13  Arts & Technology
  Academy of Pontiac
14  Munising
15  Ithaca
16  Beal City
17  Centreville
18  North Muskegon
19  Ishpeming Westwood
20  Bad Axe

DIVISION 4
 1  Crystal Falls Forest
  Park
 2  Wyoming Tri-unity 
  Christian
 3  Fowler
 4  Harbor Springs 
  Harbor Light 
  Christian
 5  Petersburg Summerfield
 6  Allen Park Inter-City
  Baptist
 7  Norway
 8  Mount Pleasant Sacred
  Heart
 9  Onekama
10  Traverse City 
  Christian
11  Battle Creek St Philip
12  Adrian Lenawee 
  Christian
13  Clarkston Everest 
  Collegiate
14  Bellaire
15  Pickford
16  Dollar Bay
17  Southfield Christian
18  Frankfort
19  Fulton
20  Lake Leelanau St Mary

DIVISION 1
 1  Rockford
 2  Midland
 3  Detroit Renaissance
 4  Grand Haven
 5  Temperance Bedford
 6  Saginaw Heritage
 7  Belleville
 8  Wayne Memorial
 9  Hartland
 10  South Lyon
 11  Saline
 12  Northville
 13  Clarkston
 14  Holt
 15  Utica Eisenhower
 16  West Bloomfield
 17  Utica Ford
 18  Orchard Lake 
  St Mary’s
 19  Dexter
 20  Auburn Hills Avondale

DIVISION 2
 1  Tecumseh
 2  Ann Arbor Father 
  Gabriel Richard
 3  Detroit Edison
 4  Negaunee
 5  Grand Rapids West 
  Catholic
 6  Freeland
 7  Chelsea
 8  Frankenmuth
 9  Sault Ste Marie
 10  Parma Western
 11  Grand Rapids Catholic
  Central
 12  Detroit Country Day
 13  Grand Rapids South 
  Christian
 14  Gladstone
 15  Fremont
 16  Holland Christian
 17  Vicksburg
 18  Haslett
 19  Wixom St Catherine
 20  Yale

DIVISION 3
 1  Niles Brandywine
 2  Blissfield
 3  Monroe St Mary 
  Catholic Central
 4  Pewamo-Westphalia
 5  Evart
 6  Cass City
 7  Saugatuck
 8  Harbor Springs
 9  Hart
 10  Kalamazoo Hackett 
Catholic Prep
 11  New Lothrop
 12  Lawton
 13  McBain
 14  Sandusky
 15  Grass Lake
 16  Roscommon
 17  Calumet
 18  Kalamazoo Christian
 19  Detroit Pershing
 20  Sanford Meridian

DIVISION 4
 1  Morenci
 2  Fowler
 3  Munising
 4  St Ignace
 5  Kingston
 6  Gaylord St Mary
 7  Concord
 8  Pittsford
 9  Baraga
 10  Mount Pleasant Sacred
  Heart
 11  Ewen-Trout Creek
 12  Genesee Christian
 13  Frankfort
 14  Portland St Patrick
 15  Indian River Inland
  Lakes
1 6  Newberry
 17  Saginaw Michigan 
  Lutheran Seminary
 18  L’Anse
 19  Deckerville
 20  Clarkston Everest 
  Collegiate

2 0 2 4 - 2 0 2 5  G I R L S  B A S K E T B A L L 
S T AT E  R A N K I N G S

2 / 3 / 2 0 2 5

Girls Basketball rankings are derived from the MHSAA 
Michigan Power Ratings used to seed District brackets.

2 0 2 4 - 2 0 2 5  B O Y S  B A S K E T B A L L 
S T AT E  R A N K I N G S

2 / 3 / 2 5
Boys Basketball rankings are derived from the MHSAA 
Michigan Power Ratings used to seed District brackets.



4 WHEEL DRIVE
2010 Jeep Wrangler. 4x4, auto-
matic, removable hard top, 223 
K miles. Sale Price $9,995. As 
low as $249 a month. Rivertown 
Auto Sales & Leasing. 989 VFW 
Rd, Cheboygan. 231-627-6700. 
Need a car a day or a week. We 
rent vehicles.

2014 Chevy Silverado 1500. 
4x4, tow pkg, double cab, 250 
K miles. Sale Price $9,995. As 
low as $249 a month. Rivertown 
Auto Sales & Leasing. 989 VFW 
Rd, Cheboygan. 231-627-6700. 

2014 Ford F-150. STX 4x4, club 
cab, soft tonneau cover, 165 K 
miles. Sale Price $13,995. As 
low as $299 a month. Rivertown 
Auto Sales & Leasing. 989 VFW 
Rd, Cheboygan. 231-627-6700. 
Need a car a day or a week. We 
rent vehicles.

2015 Ford F-150 XLT. Club 
cab, 4x4, ARE hard top 
tonneau, rear camera, 217 K 
miles. Sharp truck. Sale Price 
$14,995. As low as $326 a 
month Rivertown Auto Sales & 
Leasing. 989 VFW Rd, Cheboy-
gan. 231-627-6700. 

2015 Jeep Cherokee Limited. 
4x4, rear camera, leather, 184 
K miles. Sale Price $8,995. As 
low as $199 a month. Rivertown 
Auto Sales & Leasing. 989 VFW 
Rd, Cheboygan. 231-627-6700. 
Need a car a day or a week. We 
rent vehicles.

2019 Ram 1500 Big Horn. 
4x4, club cab, bedliner, tow 
pkg, 146 K miles. As low as 
$459 a month. Rivertown Auto 
Sales & Leasing. 989 VFW Rd, 
Cheboygan. 231-627-6700. We 
rent vehicles.

2019 Subaru Legacy. AWD, 82 
K miles, $18,995. As low as 
$305 a month. Petoskey Auto 
Sales & Rental, Byrider. 2215 
US Hwy 31 N, Petoskey. Call 
231-347-3200. Buy. Finance. 
Drive On.

2021 Ram 1500 Classic. 4x4, 
double cab, rear camera, 5.7 L 
Hemi, 96 K miles. $34,995. As 
low as $519 a month. Petoskey 
Auto Sales & Rental, Byrider. 
2215 US Hwy 31 N, Petos-
key. Call 231-347-3200. Buy. 
Finance. Drive On.

ADVICE FROM GOD
All of you, be like-minded, be 
sympathetic, love one another, 
be compassionate and humble. 
Do not repay evil with evil or 
insult with insult. On the con-
trary, repay evil with blessing, 
because to this you were called 
so that you may inherit a bless-
ing. For, Whoever would love 
life and see good days must 
keep their tongue from evil and 
their lips from deceitful speech. 
They must turn from evil and 
do good; they must seek peace 
and pursue it. For the eyes of 
the Lord are on the righteous 
and his ears are attentive to 
their prayer, but the face of the 
Lord is against those who do 
evil. Who is going to harm you 
if you are eager to do good? 
But even if you should suffer for 
what is right, you are blessed. 
Do not fear their threats; do 
not be frightened. But in your 
hearts revere Christ as Lord. 
Always be prepared to give an 
answer to everyone who asks 
you to give the reason for the 
hope that you have. But do this 
with gentleness and respect. 1 
Peter 3:8-15 NIV

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Are you looking for something 
more? God has a plan for you. 
Encouraging, Uplifting and 
Challenging. Join us Sunday 
morning at 11am for great mu-
sic and ministry and discover-
ing what the Bible says. Pigeon 
River Baptist Church, 2 blocks 
south of the blinker in Vander-
bilt. If you can’t attend, Watch 
on Facebook Live Sundays at 
11AM, search Pigeon River 
Baptist Church.

DO YOU HAVE SOMETHING 
NICE TO SAY? We would like 
to hear something nice you 
have to say about businesses 
or people in Northern Michigan. 
Send us a note in the mail or by 
e-mail. Mail your note to Weekly 
Choice, PO Box 382, Gaylord, 
MI 49734 or e-mail to Office@
WeeklyChoice.com. Negative 
notes may be sent elsewhere. 

LOCALLY OWNED, LOCALLY 
OPERATED, LOCAL NEWS, 
LOCAL SPORTS. The Weekly 
Choice and Charlevoix County 

News and Michigan Mon-
eySaver are locally owned 
newspapers. We are inde-
pendently owned newspapers 
based in Gaylord, Michigan 
Dave Baragrey and the staff of 
news writers, sports writ-
ers, photographers, graphic 
designers, delivery people and 
sales people all live and work 
here and care about our local 
communities we serve. We hear 
from readers every week how 
much they appreciate all the 
local coverage. We appreciate 
all the positive response from 
both readers and advertisers to 
our newspapers that we hear 
so frequently. CHOICE PUB-
LICATIONS AND MICHIGAN 
MEDIA. Publisher of the Weekly 
Choice, Charlevoix County 
News, Michigan MoneySaver 
and APS – Advertisers Postal 
Service. 112 East Sixth St., 
Gaylord • Office – 989-732-
8160, Cell – 989-350-9235 • 
Office@WeeklyChoice.com

LOWEST COST IN MICHI-
GAN! CLASSIFIED ADS ARE 
JUST $2 for an 8-word ad in 
the Weekly Choice, Charlevoix 
County News or Michigan Mon-
eySaver. The area’s widest dis-
tribution paper and the lowest 
cost for advertising. E-mail your 
ad to Office@WeeklyChoice.
com or call 989-732-8160. The 
Weekly Choice is distributed 
weekly from Mackinaw City to 
Grayling. 11 zones of the Mich-
igan MoneySaver distributed 
from Traverse City to Tawas 
City. Northern Michigan’s best 
choice for buying and selling.

AUCTIONS
Gingerich online auction. Bid-
ding open! John Deere tractor, 
Polaris side by side, GMC pick-
up, electric guitar, amp, ammo, 
collectibles and more!  To bid, 
see entire catalog visit Bid.
SherwoodAuctionServiceLLC.
com. Questions? Call 800-835-
0495.

AUTOMOBILES
2010 Subaru Outback. AWD, 5 
speed, 220 K miles. $6,995. As 
low as $199 a month. Petoskey 
Auto Sales & Rental, Byrider. 
2215 US Hwy 31 N, Petos-
key. Call 231-347-3200. Buy. 
Finance. Drive On.

2011 Chevy Cruze. 164 K miles. 
Great MPG. $7,995. As low as 
$219 a month. Petoskey Auto 
Sales & Rental, Byrider. 2215 
US Hwy 31 N, Petoskey. Call 
231-347-3200. Buy. Finance. 
Drive On.

2013 Dodge Charger. AWD, 
rear camera, moon roof, 187 K 
miles. Sale Price $7,995. As low 
as $179 a month. Rivertown 
Auto Sales & Leasing. 989 VFW 
Rd, Cheboygan. 231-627-6700. 
Need a car a day or a week. We 
rent vehicles.

2016 Subaru Outback. AWD, 
PZEV, leather, 171 K miles. 
$13,995. As low as $279 a 
month. Petoskey Auto Sales & 
Rental, Byrider. 2215 US Hwy 
31 N, Petoskey. Call 231-347-
3200. Buy. Finance. Drive On.

2017 Ford Focus. Great MPG, 
158 K miles. Byrider - 2215 
US Hwy 31 N, Petoskey. Call 
231-347-3200. Buy. Finance. 
Drive On.

2017 Subaru Outback. AWD, 
rear camera, 185 K miles. 
Sale Price $11,485. As low as 
$269 a month. Rivertown Auto 
Sales & Leasing. 989 VFW Rd, 
Cheboygan. 231-627-6700. We 
rent vehicles.

2019 Subaru Legacy. AWD, 
leather, moon roof. $22,995. As 
low as $349 a month. Petoskey 
Auto Sales & Rental, Byrider. 
2215 US Hwy 31 N, Petos-
key. Call 231-347-3200. Buy. 
Finance. Drive On.

2020 Chevy Spark. 38 MPG, 
rear camera, 63 K miles. 
Byrider - 2215 US Hwy 31 N, 
Petoskey. Call 231-347-3200. 
Buy. Finance. Drive On.

2020 Subaru Outback. AWD, 
moon roof, huge screen, 173 
K miles. $17,495. As low as 
$276 a month. Petoskey Auto 
Sales & Rental, Byrider. 2215 
US Hwy 31 N, Petoskey. Call 
231-347-3200. Buy. Finance. 
Drive On.

2020 Subaru Outback. AWD, 
tow pkg, Starlink, large console 
display, leather, 91 K miles. 
$22,995. As low as $349 a 
month. Petoskey Auto Sales & 
Rental, Byrider. 2215 US Hwy 
31 N, Petoskey. Call 231-347-
3200. Buy. Finance. Drive On.

2021 Nissan Altima. Rear cam-
era. 65 K miles. Sharp. $17,995. 
As low as $299 a month. 
Petoskey Auto Sales & Rental, 
Byrider. 2215 US Hwy 31 N, 
Petoskey. Call 231-347-3200. 

2024 Mitsubishi Mirage. Leath-
er, 7275 miles. $21,725. As 
low as $339 a month. Petoskey 
Auto Sales & Rental, Byrider. 
2215 US Hwy 31 N, Petos-
key. Call 231-347-3200. Buy. 
Finance. Drive On.

Are you tired of driving a 
vehicle that breaks down all the 
time? Get a LOW MILEAGE 
automobile at Byrider. 2215 US 
Hwy 31 N, Petoskey. Call 231-
347-3200. 

I BUY CARS! Wrecked or in 
need of mechanical repair, 
1995 and up. Gaylord area. 
989-732-9362

BUILDING  
MATERIALS
Amish-built mini-cabins starting 
at $5,295. Made in Michigan! 
We deliver statewide. Call 989-
832-1866. MyNextBarn.com.

ANS Steel Buildings. Free In-
stallation. Lots of various styles 
and sizes. Great prices. River-
town Auto Sales & Leasing. 989 
VFW Rd, Cheboygan. 231-627-
6700. Need a car a day or a 
week. We rent vehicles.

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES 
in as little as one day! Afford-
able prices - No payments for 
18 months!  Lifetime warranty 
& professional installs. Senior 
& Military Discounts available. 
Call: 844-587-8518

METAL ROOFING regular and 
shingle style, Half off special 
colors. Lifetime asphalt shingles. 
Steel and vinyl siding. Hail dam-
age. FEMA claims. Licensed 
and insured builders. Pole Build-
ings. Quality work for 40 years! 
Amish crew. 517-575-3695.   

POLE BARNS. We build all 
year long! Built Best Barns. In 
a rush? Call us. Best Quality, 
Best Service, Now in our 25th 
Year. Over 4,000 Buildings 
in Michigan Call for quotes. 
License, Insured 989-205-2534

Replace your roof with the best 
looking and longest lasting 
material – steel from Erie Metal 
Roofs. Three styles and multiple 
colors available. Guaranteed 
to last a lifetime! Limited Time 
Offer – 50% off installation + 
Additional 10% off install (for 
military, health workers & 1st 
responders.) Call Erie Metal 
Roofs: 888-718-1856

Various styles of Utility Sheds. 
Finance for 48 months or Rent 
to Own. Free Delivery within 30 
miles. Rivertown Auto Sales & 
Leasing. 989 VFW Rd, Cheboy-
gan. 231-627-6700. 

BUSINESS  
OPPORTUNITIES
AFFILIATES WANTED! New 
System pays cash. We close 
the sales for you. Recorded 
Message and Free Report avail-
able by calling 877-411-2505 
(invitation code Garyland 01

CAR RENTALS
LOCAL CAR RENTAL in Pe-
toskey. Petoskey Auto Sales & 
Rental, Byrider. 2215 US Hwy 
31 N, Petoskey. Call 231-347-
3200. Buy. Finance. Drive On.

CLASSIC AUTOS
CASH FOR pre-1970 vehicles. 
Michel’s Collision & Restoration 
231-622-1553

FIREWOOD &  
WOODSTOVES
DRY FIREWOOD. Delivered 
within 30 miles of Boyne and 
Mancelona. 231-631-9600. B. 
Moeke, Boyne City.

DRY, HARD MAPLE. Split, You 
haul, $70 face cord. Delivery 
Available. 989-732-5878, 989-
858-6485

FREE ITEMS
FREE HOUSEHOLD ITEMS. 
Cleaned out a trailer and have 
a bunch of household items 
to give away. 231-203-1147. 
Levering. Call for address. 

FREE wooden skids. APS Mini 
Warehouse. 112 East Sixth 
Street, Gaylord

HAVE SOMETHING TO GIVE 
AWAY? Free items classified 
ads run free of charge in the 
Weekly Choice, Charlevoix 
County News and the Michigan 
MoneySaver. Call 989-732-
8160.

FURNITURE
Adjustable Bed Brand New 
with mattress. Made is U.S.A., 
in plastic, with warranty. Retail 
cost $3,995, sacrifice for $875. 
Call for showing or delivery: 
DanDanTheMattressMan.com. 
989-615-2951

GUNS
FREE FIREARM APPRAISALS 
and Consignment Sales. Terry’s 
Gun Shop, Rose City MI. 
Buying Winchesters and 1899 
Savages. Call 989-709-1944.

Museum is paying cash for 
military firearms. Our museum 
wants to buy US, German, and 
Japanese military rifles and 
pistols. We will also buy military 
firearms from all the different 
countries around the world. We 
will buy one firearm or an entire 
collection, Please call or text 
the Michigan Traveling Military 
Museum at 989-798-8709 or 
email us at mtmm1@yahoo.
com. To learn more about our 
museum please visit our web-
site at mtmm.us, 

ST. IGNACE GUN & KNIFE 
SHOW. Feb. 7, 2pm - 7pm, Feb 
8, 9am - 5pm at the Kewadin 
Casino, 3015 Mackinac Trail, St. 
Ignace. Admission $8.

HEALTH
ATTENTION OXYGEN THER-
APY USERS! Discover Oxygen 
Therapy that moves with you 
with Inogen Portable Oxygen 
Concentrators. Free information 
kit. Call 866-348-1952

HELP WANTED
6 SALES POSITIONS OPEN. 
ROGERS CITY, BELLAIRE, 
PETOSKEY, WEST BRANCH, 
STANDISH and BENZIE 
COUNTY. Independent contrac-
tor position earns 20% commis-
sion. Most of our salespeople 
work from home and service 
the businesses close to home. 
Businesses love the results 
they get from advertising in the 
Michigan MoneySaver, Weekly 
Choice, Charlevoix County 
News and our 13 weekly 
papers. Our family owned 
business is based in Gaylord, 
Michigan but we distribute our 
weekly papers in 100 towns in 
19 counties in Northern Mich-
igan. I need great salespeople 
in various areas in Northern 
Michigan. Send your resume 
to Dave Baragrey 1. E-mail to 
Office@WeeklyChoice.com

ALPENA. NEWS FEATURE 
PHOTOGRAPHER AND 
WRITER. We are expanding 
our coverage in the Alpena 
area and have an opening. We 
are adding a writer/photogra-
pher to our staff of the Weekly 
Choice. Nice extra income for a 
few hours of work. You will need 
dependable transportation and 
a digital camera. Writer/Photog-
rapher will attend local events 
in Alpena, Hillman, Rogers City, 
Atlanta and nearby for photos 
and report on local events. This 
is an independent contractor 
position. E-mail Office@Week-
lyChoice.com or call Dave at 
989-732-8160. Weekly Choice

FEATURE STORY WRITER. 
Writing experience preferred. 
The Weekly Choice, a Locally 
owned “Positive News” weekly 
paper is distributed all around 
Northern Michigan including 
Alpena, Gaylord, Petoskey, 
Cheboygan, Grayling, Indian 
River, Mackinaw City, Onaway, 
Lewiston, Mio, Mancelona, 
Kalkaska and everywhere in 
between. Freelance writer will 
supply articles and photos. $35 
per story plus $10 for photo(s). 
Email Resume Dave Baragrey. 
Office@WeeklyChoice.com

IMMEDIATE OPENING - 
BOYNE CITY, EAST JOR-
DAN, CHARLEVOIX. LOCAL 
NEWS WRITER. We have an 
immediate opening in this area. 
We are adding a writer to our 
staff of Charlevoix County’s 
popular local newspaper. Nice 
extra income for a few hours of 
work. You will need dependable 
transportation and a digital 
camera. Attend local govern-
ment meetings, feature local 
people, events and businesses. 
This is an independent con-
tractor position. E-mail Office@
CharlevoixCountyNews.com 
or call Dave at 989-732-8160. 
Charlevoix County News

Indian River, Petoskey. AD-
VERTISING SALES. We are 
expanding our coverage in the 
Petoskey and Indian River area 
and have an opening. We are 
adding a display advertising 
salesperson to our staff of the 
Weekly Choice. Nice extra 
income for a few hours of work. 
You will need dependable trans-
portation and enjoy working 
your own schedule. This is an 
independent contractor posi-
tion. 20% Commission. E-mail 
Office@WeeklyChoice.com 
or call Dave at 989-732-8160. 
Weekly Choice

Indian River. LOCAL NEWS 
WRITER and SPORTS WRIT-
ER/PHOTOGRAPHER. We 
are expanding our coverage in 
the Indian River area and have 
an opening. We are adding a 
writer to our staff of the Weekly 
Choice. Nice extra income for a 
few hours of work. You will need 
dependable transportation and 
a digital camera. Attend local 
government meetings, feature 
local people, events and busi-
nesses. Sports writer will attend 
local high school sporting 
events for photos and a game 
report. This is an independent 
contractor position. E-mail Of-
fice@WeeklyChoice.com or call 
Dave at 989-732-8160. 

OFFICE ASSISTANT. Seeking 
PT office assistant to perform 
variety of duties for Melrose 
Township. Experience in Book-
keeping, Microsoft Office, and 
clerical duties preferred. Full 
job description and details on 
how to apply available at www.
melrosetwp.org.

PETOSKEY - FEATURE 
STORY WRITER - Experienced 
writer and photographer a 
plus. Must have Digital camera 
and computer. E-mail info and 
samples to Dave at Office@
WeeklyChoice.com
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Join
our

Sports
Team

SPORTS WRITER 
& PHOTOGRAPHER

We are expanding our Sports Coverage and have an
opening. We are adding a sports writer and photogra-
pher to our staff. Nice extra income for a few hours of
work.

You will need dependable transportation and a digital
camera. You will attend local high school sporting events
in our area for game action photos and game coverage.
We are known as one the most popular newspapers in
the state and the Weekly Choice has more local sports
than any newspaper in the nation.

This is an independent contractor position.

E-MAIL a resume to 
OFFICE@CHARLEVOIXCOUNTYNEWS.COM

Or call Dave Baragrey at 989-732-8160.

HELP WANTED

Office 
Assistant
Seeking PT office assistant 

to perform variety of duties 
for Melrose Township. 

Experience in Bookkeeping, 
Microsoft Office, and 

clerical duties preferred. 

Full job description/details 
on how to apply available at 

www.melrosetwp.org.

The contents of the following unit will be sold 
at bid13.com starting on February 10, 2025 

Boyne Storage and Fuel Center 
75 Fall Park Rd., Boyne City 
Unit 12, Monieca Hull and 

375 M75 S, Boyne City - Unit 325, Monieca Hull

MISCELLANEOUS HOUSEHOLD ITEMS

Storage Auction

NOTICE TO CREDITORSNOTICE TO CREDITORS
Decedent’s EstateDecedent’s Estate

STATE OF MICHIGAN PROBATE COURTSTATE OF MICHIGAN PROBATE COURT
CHARLEVOIX COUNTYCHARLEVOIX COUNTY

CASE NO. CASE NO. andand JUDGE:  JUDGE: 2025-013708-DE   2025-013708-DE   Hon. Valerie K. SnyderHon. Valerie K. Snyder
County Building, 2nd Fl, 301 State St., Charlevoix, MI 49720 • (231) 547-7214County Building, 2nd Fl, 301 State St., Charlevoix, MI 49720 • (231) 547-7214

Estate of Thomas N. Grutsch  Date of birth: 12/30/1954Estate of Thomas N. Grutsch  Date of birth: 12/30/1954

TO ALL CREDITORS:*TO ALL CREDITORS:*
NOTICE TO CREDITORS: NOTICE TO CREDITORS: 
The decedent, Thomas N. Grutsch, died 12/03/2024.The decedent, Thomas N. Grutsch, died 12/03/2024.

Creditors of the decedent are notified that all claims against the estate will be Creditors of the decedent are notified that all claims against the estate will be 
forever barred unless presented to forever barred unless presented to SHAWN D. GRUTSCHSHAWN D. GRUTSCH, personal representa-, personal representa-
tive, or to both the probate court at County Building, 2nd Fl, 301 State St., tive, or to both the probate court at County Building, 2nd Fl, 301 State St., 
Charlevoix, MI 49720 and the personal representative within 4 months after the Charlevoix, MI 49720 and the personal representative within 4 months after the 
date of publication of this notice.date of publication of this notice.
 01/27/2025 01/27/2025

WM PAUL SLOUGH   P70489  SHAWN D. GRUTSCHWM PAUL SLOUGH   P70489  SHAWN D. GRUTSCH
145 N. Otsego Ave. 2366 Perch Lake Road145 N. Otsego Ave. 2366 Perch Lake Road
Gaylord, MI 49735  (989) 732-2912 Gaylord, MI 49735  (989) 350-4286Gaylord, MI 49735  (989) 732-2912 Gaylord, MI 49735  (989) 350-4286
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LEGAL NOTICE
STORAGE AUCTION. The con-
tents of the following unit will 
be sold at bid13.com starting 
on February 10, 2025. Boyne 
Storage and Fuel Center, 75 
Fall Park Rd. Boyne City. Unit 
12, Monieca Hull and 375 M75 
S Unit 325 Monieca Hull, mis-
cellaneous household items.

MISCELLANEOUS
Acculevel. Your foundation re-
pair and basement waterproof-
ing experts. Whether basement, 
crawl space or concrete slab 
we’ll guide you on the right path 
to a healthy home. Act now! Up 
to $600 off. Restrictions apply. 
Call for a free consultation. 844-
700-4986

Donate a stroller.  New or near-
ly new and bless a child. Single 
or double. Benefits Gaylord’s 
Up North Adoption and Foster 
Closet. Call or text Sherry 231-
645-6414 for more info.

Donate your car, truck, boat, 
RV and more to support our 
veterans! Schedule a fast, free 
vehicle pickup and receive a 
top tax deduction! Call Veteran 
Car Donations at 877-691-4117 
today.

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a free 
LeafFilter estimate today. 20% 
off Entire Purchase. Plus 10% 
Senior & Military Discounts. 
Call 844-369-2501

LOWEST COST IN MICHI-
GAN! CLASSIFIED ADS ARE 
JUST $2 for an 8-word ad in 
the Weekly Choice, Charlevoix 
County News or Michigan Mon-
eySaver. The area’s widest dis-
tribution paper and the lowest 
cost for advertising. E-mail your 
ad to Office@WeeklyChoice.
com or call 989-732-8160. The 
Weekly Choice is distributed 
weekly from Mackinaw City to 
Grayling. 11 zones of the Mich-
igan MoneySaver distributed 
from Traverse City to Tawas 
City. Northern Michigan’s best 
choice for buying and selling.

New Sheds Just Arrived. New 
styles. As low as $3,499. 
Purchase or Rent to Own. Fi-
nancing available. Free delivery 
within 30 miles. Rivertown Auto 
Sales & Leasing. 989 VFW Rd, 
Cheboygan. 231-627-6700. 
Need a car a day or a week. We 
rent vehicles.

NEW, TINY HOME, Storage 
Building. 20’x10’x8’. Steel roof. 
Vinyl sides. Delivery and set up 
included. $3,900. 231-290-0661

Omaha Steaks Wines. 12 world 
class wines (and bonus gifts) 
for only $79.99 (plus s/h.) Save 
$160. 12 new wine selections 
plus a free $25 Omaha Steaks 
E-reward card every three 
months. Cancel anytime. 100% 
guarantee. Call 833-652-3787 
and mention code AGJF002 
or visit www.GetOSWine.com/
sip134

Prepare for power outages 
today with a Generac Home 
Standby Generator. Act now to 

receive a free 7-Year warranty 
with qualifying purchase. Call 
855-922-0420 today to sched-
ule a free quote. It’s not just a 
generator. It’s a power move.

Various styles of Utility Sheds. 
Finance for 48 months or Rent 
to Own. Free Delivery within 30 
miles. Rivertown Auto Sales & 
Leasing. 989 VFW Rd, Cheboy-
gan. 231-627-6700. 

MOTORCYCLES
2009 Honda Shadow Motor-
cycle. One owner, 18 K miles. 
Sale Price $3,500 cash. River-
town Auto Sales & Leasing. 989 
VFW Rd, Cheboygan. 231-627-
6700. www.rivertownautosales.
com. Need a car a day or a 
week. We rent vehicles.

WANTED. OLD MOTOR-
CYCLES, Parts, Anything 
motorcycle related. Call or text 
989-233-1037.

MUSIC
Buying used vinyl LP records. 
Top dollar paid by local buyer. 
All genres. Leave message 
586-773-6050. 

NOTES OF  
ENCOURAGEMENT
Positive Notes of Encourage-
ment are free in the Weekly 
Choice, Charlevoix County 
News and Michigan MoneySav-
er. Birthday, Anniversary, Wed-
ding, Congratulations or just a 
Positive Note all are free. E-Mail 
your Note of Encouragement to 
Office@WeeklyChoice.com

POLE BARNS
POLE BARN. 24’x40’x8’ All 
Metal Building. Windows, entry 
door and garage door. Installed, 
complete. $25,995. Includes 
tax, labor and permits. 231-290-
0661

RECREATIONAL 
VEHICLES
2024 Apex Nano 213RDS 
Travel Trailer. Slideout, 200-watt 
solar panel, outdoor shower. 
MSRP $38,084. Save $11,089. 
Model Year Closeout Price 
$26,995. As low as $269 a 
month. Northern Michigan 
RV. 277 Expressway Court, 
Gaylord. 989-448-8700. www.
NorthernMichiganRV.com. 
MON-SAT: 9AM - 5PM. 

2024 Coachmen RV Catalina 
Trail Blazer 26TH Travel Trailer 
Toy Hauler. Sleeps 4, outside 
shower, Wi-Fi booster & extend-
er, optional party deck. MSRP 
$39,431. Sale Price $29,995. 
Save $9,436. Northern Michi-
gan RV. 277 Expressway Court, 
Gaylord. 989-448-8700. 

2024 EAST TO WEST Tandara 
26RD Fifth Wheel. Slideout, 
Theatre Seating, Universal 
Docking Station, automatic lev-
eling, Four Seasons Package 
that will keep you protected 
during all seasons. MSRP 
$61,753, Save $19,758. Model 
Year Closeout Price $41,995. 

As low as $395 a month. 
Northern Michigan RV. 277 
Expressway Court, Gaylord. 
989-448-8700. www.Northern-
MichiganRV.com. MON-SAT: 
9AM - 5PM. Closed Sunday

2024 Jayco Eagle 312BHOK 
Travel Trailer. 3 Slideouts, 
bunkhouse sleeps 9, outdoor 
kitchen, fireplace. SALE PRICE 
$57,495. MSRP $91,435. 
SAVE $33,940. As low as $558 
a month. Northern Michigan 
RV. 277 Expressway Court, 
Gaylord. 989-448-8700. www.
NorthernMichiganRV.com. 
MON-SAT: 9AM - 5PM. 

2024 Jayco Jay Feather 
27BHB Travel Trailer. Slideout, 
bunkhouse sleeps 8, outdoor 
kitchen, 21’ power awning. 
SALE PRICE $36,995. MSRP 
$56,716. SAVE $19,721. As 
low as $359 a month. Northern 
Michigan RV. 277 Expressway 
Court, Gaylord. 989-448-8700. 
www.NorthernMichiganRV.com. 
MON-SAT: 9AM - 5PM. 

2024 Jayco Jay Flight 264BH 
Travel Trailer. Bunkhouse sleeps 
8, front bedroom, enclosed un-
derbelly. SALE PRICE $24,500. 
MSRP $37,726. SAVE $13,226. 
As low as $302 a month. 
Northern Michigan RV. 277 
Expressway Court, Gaylord. 
989-448-8700. www.Northern-
MichiganRV.com. MON-SAT: 
9AM - 5PM. Closed Sunday

2024 Jayco Seismic Luxu-
ry Series 4113 Fifth Wheel. 
Toyhauler, 2 Slideouts, sleeps 
9, 2 awnings, triple axle, 2 patio 
party decks, lots of room and 
a ton of features. SALE PRICE 
$116,295. MSRP $177,822. 
SAVE $61,527. As low as $999 
a month. Northern Michigan 
RV. 277 Expressway Court, 
Gaylord. 989-448-8700. www.
NorthernMichiganRV.com. 
MON-SAT: 9AM - 5PM. 

2024 Jayco White Hawk 26FK 
Travel Trailer. 2 Slideouts, front 
kitchen, full bath, dual entry 
doors, fireplace. SALE PRICE 
$42,995. MSRP $67,989. 
SAVE $24,994. As low as $417 
a month. Northern Michigan 
RV. 277 Expressway Court, 
Gaylord. 989-448-8700. www.
NorthernMichiganRV.com. 
MON-SAT: 9AM - 5PM. 

2025 Jayco Seismic Luxury 
Series 4113 Fifth Wheel Toy 
Hauler. This luxury Fifth Wheel 
Toy Hauler is the top of the line. 
2 Foldout decks, 2 Slideouts, 
46 feet long, sleeps 9. Luxury 
furniture, luxury appliances, lux-
ury everything, plus the garage 
is large enough to haul all the 
toys you want. MSRP $174,995. 
Sale Price $137.995. Save 
$37,000. As low as $1,195 a 
month. Northern Michigan RV. 
277 Expressway Court, Gay-
lord. 989-448-8700. 

APEX ULTRA-LITE 243FKS 
TRAVEL TRAILER. 2 Slide-
outs, fireplace, exterior camp 
kitchen. MSRP $52,592. Save 
$14,597. Model Year Closeout 
Price $35,995. As low as $389 
a month. Northern Michigan 
RV. 277 Expressway Court, 
Gaylord. 989-448-8700. www.
NorthernMichiganRV.com. 
MON-SAT: 9AM - 5PM. Closed 
Sunday

USED 2015 STARCRAFT 
AR-ONE 25BHS WIDE BODY 
TRAVEL TRAILER. Bunkhouse 
sleeps 8, slideout, One-piece, 
seamless rubber roof , Regular 
$13,995. BLOWOUT PRICE 
$12,995. Northern Michigan 
RV. 277 Expressway Court, 
Gaylord. Call for more infor-
mation 989-448-8700. www.
NorthernMichiganRV.com. 
MON-SAT: 9AM - 5PM. Closed 
Sunday

Used 2019 Forest River RV R 
Pod RP-171 Travel Trailer. Wert 
bath, Easy to tow, only 2,342 
lbs. For a sturdy one-of-a-
kind travel trailer, choose the 
R-Pod by Forest River. Regular 
$14,995. BLOWOUT PRICE 
$13,995. Northern Michigan 
RV. 277 Expressway Court, 
Gaylord. 989-448-8700. www.
NorthernMichiganRV.com. 
MON-SAT: 9AM - 5PM. Closed 
Sunday

USED 2024 JAYCO SEISMIC 
359 TOY HAULER FIFTH 
WHEEL. 2 Slideouts, Party 
Deck with steps, fireplace. The 
Jayco Seismic 359 is a toy 
hauler RV that can sleep up 
to 8 people. It has a 102-inch 
wide body, two slideouts, two 
awnings, and two air condition-
ers. The Seismic is designed 
for all-weather camping and 
has been tested in zero-degree 
temperatures. MSRP if new 
$120,234. BLOWOUT PRICE 
$69,995. Northern Michigan 
RV. 277 Expressway Court, 
Gaylord. Call for more infor-
mation 989-448-8700. www.
NorthernMichiganRV.com. 
MON-SAT: 9AM - 5PM. Closed 
Sunday

USED 2024 JAYCO WHITE 
HAWK 26FK TRAVEL TRAIL-
ER. 2 Slideouts, dual entry 
doors, rear private bedroom. 
MSRP if new, $54,801. Regular 
$40,995. BLOWOUT PRICE 
$38,995. Northern Michigan 
RV. 277 Expressway Court, 
Gaylord. 989-448-8700. www.
NorthernMichiganRV.com. 
MON-SAT: 9AM - 5PM. Closed 
Sunday

SERVICES
ALLEN’S HANDYMAN SER-
VICES. Painting, drywall, repair, 
outdoor maintenance. Call 231-
330-8535. Cheboygan area.

STORAGE
A&L Storage. Best price guar-
anteed. 800-669-9533

APS Mini-Warehouse of Gay-
lord has  double unit just open 
up. 20x20 is the size of a 2 car 
garage for just $179 a month. 
5x10 units for just $39 a month. 
No long term contract neces-
sary. In town, safe storage. Call 
989-732-8160.

SUV
2010 Ford Flex SEL. AWD, 
double moon roof, 3rd row seat, 
leather, tow pkg, 155 K miles. 
Sale Price $7,995. As low as 
$179 a month. Rivertown Auto 
Sales & Leasing. 989 VFW Rd, 
Cheboygan. 231-627-6700. 

2011 Chevy Tahoe. Z-71 4x4, 
leather, rear camera, 175 K 
miles. Sale Price $11,495. As 
low as $269 a month. Rivertown 
Auto Sales & Leasing. 989 VFW 
Rd, Cheboygan. 231-627-6700. 
www.rivertownautosales.com. 

2011 Jeep Wrangler Unlimit-
ed. 4x4, 6 speed, leather, tow 
pkg, rear camera, 132 K miles. 
$14,500. As low as $279 a 
month. Not exactly as shown. 
Petoskey Auto Sales & Rental, 
Byrider. 2215 US Hwy 31 N, 
Petoskey. Call 231-347-3200. 
Buy. Finance. Drive On.

2012 Honda CRV. AWD, rear 
camera, leather, moon roof, 219 
K miles. Sale Price $7,995. As 
low as $179 a month. Rivertown 
Auto Sales & Leasing. 989 VFW 
Rd, Cheboygan. 231-627-6700. 

Elected to serve for the 2025 session, William Hefferan -
Chairman, Jarris Rubingh - Vice Chairman.

RESOLUTION #01-2025 By Terry VanAlstine and seconded
by Jason Helwig - REGULAR BOARD MEETING DAYS
AND TIMES;

As Amended BE IT RESOLVED the 2025 regular meetings
of the Antrim County Board of Commissioners will be held
on the 1st Thursday at 10:00 a.m. and the 3rd Thursday at
6:30 p.m. of each month; and NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT
FURTHER RESOLVED, that Antrim County Board of Com-
missioners shall hold their meetings in the Antrim County
Commissioners’ Room on the second floor of the County
Building.  Motion carried as follows: Yes – William Hefferan,
Jarris Rubingh, Terry VanAlstine, Jason Helwig, Ray Scola;
No – None;   Absent – None. RESOLUTION #01-2025 DE-
CLARED ADOPTED

January 2nd, 2025 - 
First Organizational Meeting of the Antrim

County Board of Commissioners.  

PUBLIC NOTICE

VILLAGE OF BOYNE FALLS 
BUDGET HEARING

Budget Hearing for the 2025-2026 fiscal year to follow 
regular council meeting on February 11, 2025.

The Budget hearing will follow the regular meeting 
at 7:00 PM.

Meeting to be held at Village Hall, 2279 Railroad St., 
Boyne Falls.

The Village Council will be discussing the budget for 
the General Fund, Water Fund, Local Street Fund 
and Major Streets Fund.

The public is welcome.

Marilyn Cousineau
Village President

CITY OF BOYNE CITY
CITY COMMISSION

MINUTE SYNOPSIS

January 28, 2025 - Approve the January 14, 2025 special meeting 
minutes as presented, Approve the January 14, 2025 regular meeting 
minutes as presented, Approve the January 15, 2025 special meeting 
minutes as presented, Approve the January 16, 2025 special meeting 
minutes as presented, Approve to schedule a joint Board and 
Commission work session on Wednesday, February 5th starting at 
5:30 p.m. in the Commission Chambers and a housing RFQ review 
work session the following evening, Thursday, February 6th at 5:00 
p.m. in the Parkview Room; motion carried. Support pursuing the 
food truck ordinance; motion not carried. Approve to adopt the 
occupancy count established by City Manager Michael Cain and 
Commissioner Marty Moody with total occupancy in the DDA 
district at 87 occupants; motion carried. Approve the recommenda-
tion from Mayor Tim Nemecek to appoint both Chris Christensen 
and Samantha Geiersback to the Boyne City Main Street Board to 
four year terms ending January 31, 2029; motion carried. Approve 
the Parks and Recreation Commission’s recommendation to submit 
additional applications for Charlevoix County Parks Millage Funding 
for public access stairways at both John and Bay Streets road end 
parks and the commemorative scoreboard for the Waterfront Field 
of Dreams, ranking all recommended application requests as 
presented; motion carried. Approve to schedule a second reading of 
the proposed zoning text amendment for the City Commission 
agenda on or after March 11, 2025; motion carried. Approve distri-
bution of the draft Boyne City Master Plan; motion carried. Approve 
to go into closed session for a periodic personnel evaluation of a 
public officer as provided in MCL 15.268 (a) of the Michigan Open 
Meetings Act (PA 267 of 1976); motion carried. Approve to return to 
open session; motion carried.

Jessica Puroll, City Clerk/Treasurer

PUBLIC NOTICE

CHARLEVOIX COUNTY PUBLIC TRANSIT
PROPOSED STATE AND FEDERAL APPLICATION FOR

OPERATING AND CAPITAL ASSISTANCE

All citizens are advised that Charlevoix County Public Transit has prepared an application for State of  
Michigan financial assistance for Fiscal Year 2026, as required under Act 51 of the Public Acts of 1951, as 
amended, and for federal assistance as required under the Federal Transit Law, as amended.

Charlevoix County Public Transit is requesting a total of $3,511,088 through the following funding sources;
Funding Operating Capital Amount Total
Source(s) Amount Per Project Amount

State Formula
  Operating Assistance  $ 671,155 -0- $ 671,155

Federal Assistance
  Section 5311 Operating  $     394,933
  Section 5311 Capital  $      49,000 Mobility Mgmt
  Section 5339 Capital  $ 2,436,000 15 Vehicle Replacements
  Section 5339 Capital  $               0 Facility Updates

    $ 2,879,933

    TOTAL $3,511,088

Charlevoix County Public Transit ensures that the level and quality of transportation service is provided  
without regard to race, color, or national origin in accordance with Title VI of the Civil Right Act of 1964. For 
more information regarding our Title VI obligations or to file a complaint please contact us at the address 
given below.

The proposed application is on file at the Charlevoix County Public Transit, 1050 Brockway Street, Boyne 
City, Michigan 49712, and may be reviewed at the office, upon request, between the hours of 8:00 AM to 4:00 
PM Monday through Friday, excluding holidays.

The application is available for a 30-day period beginning January 30, 2025, ending March 3, 2025. Written 
comments regarding the application and/or written requests for a Public Hearing to review the application 
must be received by March 12, 2025. If a hearing is requested, notice of the scheduled date, time, and location 
will be provided at least 10 days in advance.

Submittals should be mailed to Charlevoix County Public Transit, 1050 Brockway Street, Boyne City,  
Michigan 49712 or via email to info@cctransit.org.
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601 Bridge St., East Jordan
Health Center: (231) 536-2206  
Pharmacy: (231) 222-2235

EAST JORDAN
Family Health Center

EJFHC.orgHelp Us Help You.

 
 

Take Action for Your Heart:
How to Get Started

Get Enough Quality Sleep Eat Better

Stop SmokingMaintain a Healthy Weight 

Be More Active Control Cholesterol

Practice Self-Care & Find Social Support

Manage Stress Manage Blood Sugar

Control Blood Pressure
For more information about how you 
can take action to keep your heart 
healthy, visit hearttruth.gov  

HEART DISEASE is the leading cause of 
death in the United States, but it can often be prevented.
Adopting a heart-healthy lifestyle can help you 
reduce the risk of heart disease and its risk factors.

Take action to protect your heart by following these tips.

 

FLU & COVID-19 VACCINES AVAILABLE DAILY
Call to schedule your appointment.

JOSIE VINCENT, FNPDANIEL MANN, MD MOLLY ZUBAL, FNPDAVE WALLACE,  
PA-C, MPAS

PROVIDERS ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

We’ll MEET or BEAT
ANY 

SHOW
DEAL!
Before you

sign...
check us out!

Zero Fake Fees.
We do not

charge prep,
destination 
or doc fees!

www.northernmichiganrv.com

EXIT 282•GAYLORD • 989-448-8700
277 EXPRESSWAY COURT • GAYLORD

    

2215 US HWY 31 N • PETOSKEY - AT BYRIDER IN PETOSKEY

www.NorthFinAutos.com • 231-347-3200

We have great
low mileage

cars and vans
available for
immediate

rental at the
lowest rates in

the area.

2020 Ford F-150 XLT
4x4, club cab, tow pkg, soft tonneau

cover, rear camera, 140 K miles. 

$25,995
As low as $399 a month

2010 Subaru Outback
AWD, 5 speed, 220 K miles

$6,995
As low as $199 a month

2011 Jeep Wrangler Unlimited
4x4, 6 speed, leather, tow pkg, rear cam-

era, 132 K miles. Not exactly as shown

$14,500
As low as $279 a month

2021 Nissan Altima
Rear camera. 65 K miles. Sharp.

$17,995
As low as $273 a month

2022 Ram 1500
Double cab, tow pkg, bedliner. 

$29,995
As low as $488 a month

2020 Ford Explorer XLT
4WD, 3rd row seat, captain chairs, 

44 K miles. 

$24,975
As low as $399 a month

2020 Subaru Outback
AWD, tow pkg, Starlink, large console

display, leather, 91 K miles. 

$22,995
As low as $349 a month.

2011 Chevy Cruze
164 K miles. Great MPG. 

$7,995
As low as $185 a month

2019 Chrysler Pacifica
4 captain seats, Stow-N-Go, rear camera,

leather, 96 K miles. Very Nice! 

$22,399
As low as $348 a month

2024 Mitsubishi Mirage.
Leather, 7275 miles. 

$21,725
As low as $339 a month.

2020 Subaru Outback
AWD, moon roof, huge screen, 

173 K miles.

$17,495
As low as $276 a month

2021 Ram 1500 Classic
4x4, double cab, rear camera,

5.7 L Hemi, 96 K miles. 

$34,995
As low as $519 a month

2021 Chrysler Voyager
Leather, Stow-N-Go seats, rear camera,

93 K miles. 

$23,995
As low as $369 a month

2019 Subaru Legacy
AWD, leather, moon roof. 

$22,995
As low as $349 a month

2016 Subaru Outback
AWD, PZEV, leather, 171 K miles. 

$13,995
As low as $279 a month

NNOOWW  OOFFFFEERRIINNGG
LLOOCCAALL  DDAAIILLYY  

CCAARR  RREENNTTAALLSS

Available
to Rent

you might not know  
we have life, home, 
auto and business  
insurance. now you do.
simple human sense

AGENCY NAME 
GOES HERE

CITY  •  000.000.0000
bestinsuranceagency.com

     
  

        

  

     
  

        

CHARLEVOIX AGENCY, INC.

Are you looking for a 
local insurance agent?
Call Don Jess today for a “No Problem®” quote.

  

BY MUSEUMGuns & Relics
from Civil War
Spanish American War
WWI & WWII
Korea & Vietnam

Daggers, Swords, Helmets, 
Uniforms, Medals, 

Patches, Documents, Etc.

Subscribe
TO THE CHARLEVOIX

COUNTY NEWS

PUBLISHED WEEKLY
ON THURSDAY

E-Mail: Office@CharlevoixCountyNews.com
989-732-8160

friendly& positive
news and sports covering all of

Charlevoix County

Distributed to Boyne City, East Jordan, Charlevoix,
Boyne Falls, Walloon Lake, Ellsworth and Atwood.
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CChhaarrlleevvooiixx  CCoouunnttyy  EEaacchh  WWeeeekk!!
$$220000

CCAALLLL::  989.732.8160 EEMMAAIILL::  office@CharlevoixCountyNews.com OORRDDEERR  OONNLLIINNEE::  www.CharlevoixCountyNews.com

 MLS stands for “Mul-
tiple Listing Service,” 
which is usually a com-
puterized listing of virtu-
ally all the homes that are 
for sale in a specific area.
 When a Realtor lists 
your property for sale, 
they pay a fee and your 
home is placed on the 
MLS system. The big 
advantage to sellers is 
that the MLS is the #1 
resource used by buyers 
(and agents) to locate 
homes.
 Properties that are not 
listed (usually those be-
ing sold by their owners) 
are not on the MLS-thus 
there are many buyers 
and Realtors who will 
not be exposed to the 
home.
 The MLS has become 
such a standard in real 
estate that no serious bro-
ker would think of trying 
to sell real estate without 
it. It would be like an ac-
countant trying to work 
without a calculator.
 About the only 
residential brokers who 
might not use the MLS 
are those who exclu-
sively handle foreclosed 
properties, or high-end 
homes owned by celebri-
ties and the like.
 The MLS provides 
a surprising amount of 
detail, depending upon 
the area of the country it 
may include the location 

(by zip code); size of the 
home (square footage); 
size of the lot; number of 
bedrooms and bath-
rooms; extra rooms such 
as a den, family room, 
formal dining room, or 
enclosed patio; ameni-
ties such as a backyard, 
fireplace, hot tub, pool, 
kitchen features, new 
carpet and drapes; ca-
pacity of garage; age of 
home; and of course, the 
selling price and terms.
 Buyers can narrow 
their house-hunting 
searches dramatically 
by using the MLS. For 
instance, their real estate 
professional can do a 
computer search and ask 
for a listing of all homes 
within a certain location 
and price range that have 
two or three bedrooms 
and that are not more 
than ten years old. Not 
only will this request 
generate a brief list of 
viable possibilities, it 
also helps buyers gauge, 
roughly, what they can 
expect to get for their 
money, and to compare 
the value of the homes 
listed.
 Thus, the MLS is 
more than a system that 
lists properties. It’s an 
aid to both buyers and 
sellers, and is a definite 
asset to consumers when 
it comes to real estate.

What is the MLS?

R E A L  E S T A T E  C O R N E R

BROUGHT TO YOU BY 

HOLLY STARK 
EXP REAL ESTATE

R E A L  E S T AT E  F E AT U R E

SHARP, REMODELED HOME IN CENTRAL LAKE
BY JIM AKANS

 This week’s feature 
listing is a sharp, remodeled 
home located in Central 
Lake.
 Featuring three-bed-
rooms and one-and-a-half 
baths, this two story home 
offers approximately 1,600 
square feet of nicely ap-
pointed and updated living 
space. Updates include 
newer vinyl siding, win-
dows, roof and insulation.
Interior highlights include 
a spacious kitchen with 
an abundance of cabinetry 
storage and countertop 
workspace, which opens to 

the large dining area and 
living room beyond. All
of the bedrooms are nice-
ly-sized with the primary 
bedroom on the main floor 
and the remaining two on 
the upper level. The home 

features central air condi-
tioning to keep the inside 
cool all summer long.
 An open deck off the 
dining area overlooks the 
large backyard. The loca-
tion is fantastic, near parks, 

schools and downtown and 
just a few blocks away from 
Central Lake.
 This sharp, remodeled 
home is located at 2050 
South Main Street in Cen-
tral Lake and is listed at 
$189,900. 
 For more information 
visit jenniferburrgroup.
com or to arrange a home 
tour, call Jennifer Burr, 
Realtor, at Coldwell Banker 
Schmidt in Boyne City, 
231-675-0157 or email 
jennifer.burr@cbgreatlakes.
com

SUV (continued)
2014 Kia Soul. Rear camera, 
106 K miles. Byrider - 2215 
US Hwy 31 N, Petoskey. Call  
231-347-3200. Buy. Finance. 
Drive On.

2016 Buick Encore. AWD. 
Leather, 181 K miles. Sale 
Price $8,995. As low as $189 
a month. Rivertown Auto Sales 
& Leasing. 989 VFW Rd, Che-
boygan. 231-627-6700. Need 
a car a day or a week. We rent 
vehicles.

2016 Chevy Trax LT. AWD, rear 
camera, 195 K miles. As low as 
$199 a month. Rivertown Auto 
Sales & Leasing. 989 VFW Rd, 
Cheboygan. 231-627-6700. 
Need a car a day or a week. We 
rent vehicles.

2016 FORD ESCAPE SE. 
4WD, 100 K miles. Sale Price 
$7,995. As low as $179 a 
month. Rivertown Auto Sales 
& Leasing. 989 VFW Rd, Che-
boygan. 231-627-6700. Need 
a car a day or a week. We rent 
vehicles.

2019 Chevy Equinox LT. 126 K 
miles. Byrider - 2215 US Hwy 
31 N, Petoskey. Call 231-347-
3200. Buy. Finance. Drive On.

2019 Subaru Crosstrek. AWD, 
111 K miles. Byrider - 2215 
US Hwy 31 N, Petoskey. Call 
231-347-3200. Buy. Finance. 
Drive On.

2020 Chevy Equinox LT. Rear 
camera, 31 MPG hwy, 118 K 
miles. Byrider - 2215 US Hwy 
31 N, Petoskey. Call 231-347-
3200. Buy. Finance. Drive On.

2020 Ford Escape SE. AWD, 
rear camera, 187 K miles. Sale 
Price $12,995. As low as $289 
a month. Rivertown Auto Sales 
& Leasing. 989 VFW Rd, Che-
boygan. 231-627-6700. Need 
a car a day or a week. We rent 
vehicles.

2020 Ford Explorer XLT. 4WD, 
3rd row seat, captain chairs, 
44 K miles. $24,975. As low as 
$399 a month. Petoskey Auto 
Sales & Rental, Byrider. 2215 
US Hwy 31 N, Petoskey. Call 
231-347-3200. Buy. Finance. 
Drive On.

2021 Buick Encore. AWD, rear 
camera, 81 K miles.  Byrider 
- 2215 US Hwy 31 N, Petos-
key. Call 231-347-3200. Buy. 
Finance. Drive On.

2021 Volkswagen Tiguan. 
$21,075. As low as $449 a 
month. Petoskey Auto Sales & 
Rental, Byrider. 2215 US Hwy 
31 N, Petoskey. Call 231-347-
3200. Buy. Finance. Drive On.

2022 Ram 1500. Double cab, 
tow pkg, bedliner. Petoskey 
Auto Sales & Rental, Byrider. 
2215 US Hwy 31 N, Petos-
key. Call 231-347-3200. Buy. 
Finance. Drive On.

Are you tired of driving a 
vehicle that breaks down all the 
time? Get a LOW MILEAGE 
automobile at Byrider. 2215 
US Hwy 31 N, Petoskey. Call 
31-347-3200. Buy. Finance. 
Drive On.

TRAILERS
Haulmark 8x24 v-nose trailer. 
Two ramp doors, dual axle, 
electric brakes. Good condi-
tion. 24 foot length plus 5 feet 
v-nose. $6,600. Gaylord. 989-
350-9235

TRUCKS
2011 Ford F-250 Super Duty. 
6.7L Power Stroke Diesel, soft 
tonneau cover, tow pkg, 296 K 
miles. Sale Price $16,495. As 
low as $350 a month. Rivertown 
Auto Sales & Leasing. 989 VFW 
Rd, Cheboygan. 231-627-6700. 
Need a car a day or a week. We 
rent vehicles.

2011 Ram 2500 HD. Cum-
mins Turbo Diesel, club cab, 
bedliner, tow pkg, 225 K miles. 
Sale Price $12,500. As low as 
$289 a month. Rivertown Auto 
Sales & Leasing. 989 VFW Rd, 
Cheboygan. 231-627-6700. We 
rent vehicles.

2013 Ford F-150 XLT. 4x4, 
club cab, bedliner, tow pkg, 
173 K miles. As low as $349 a 
month. Rivertown Auto Sales 
& Leasing. 989 VFW Rd, Che-
boygan. 231-627-6700. Need 
a car a day or a week. We rent 
vehicles.

2014 Chevy Silverado 1500. 
4x4, tow pkg, double cab, 250 
K miles. Sale Price $9,995. As 
low as $249 a month. Rivertown 
Auto Sales & Leasing. 989 VFW 
Rd, Cheboygan. 231-627-6700. 
Need a car a day or a week. We 
rent vehicles.

2015 Chevy Silverado 1500 LS. 
4x4, double cab, tow pkg, 121 
K miles. Byrider - 2215 US Hwy 
31 N, Petoskey. Call 231-347-
3200. Buy. Finance. Drive On.

2015 Chevy Silverado 1500. 
ARE topper, roof rack, slideout 
tray in box, 167 K miles. Sale 
Price $11,595. As low as $269 
a month. Rivertown Auto Sales 
& Leasing. 989 VFW Rd, Che-
boygan. 231-627-6700. We rent 
vehicles.

2017 GMC Sierra 1500. 4x4, 
quad cab, soft tonneau, tow 
pkg, bedliner, 223 K miles. Sale 
Price $15,995. As low as $359 
a month. Rivertown Auto Sales 
& Leasing. 989 VFW Rd, Che-
boygan. 231-627-6700. Need 
a car a day or a week. We rent 
vehicles.

2019 Chevy Colorado LT. 4x4, 
double cab, tow pkg, soft ton-
neau cover, 190 K miles. As low 
as $375 a month. Rivertown 
Auto Sales & Leasing. 989 VFW 
Rd, Cheboygan. 231-627-6700. 
Need a car a day or a week. We 
rent vehicles.

2019 Ford F-150. Reg. cab, 8 
foot bed, tow pkg, bedliner, rear 
camera, 111 K miles. Byrider 
- 2215 US Hwy 31 N, Petos-
key. Call 231-347-3200. Buy. 
Finance. Drive On.

2019 Ram 1500. 4x4, 5.7L 
Hemi, Leer topper, quad cab, 
tow pkg, double moon roof, 136 
K miles. Sale Price $23,495. As 
low as $419 a month. Rivertown 
Auto Sales & Leasing. 989 VFW 
Rd, Cheboygan. 231-627-6700. 
Need a car a day or a week. We 
rent vehicles.

2020 Ford F-150 XLT. 4x4, 
club cab, tow pkg, soft tonneau 
cover, rear camera, 140 K 
miles. $25,995. As low as $399 
a month. Petoskey Auto Sales 
& Rental, Byrider. 2215 US Hwy 
31 N, Petoskey. Call 31-347-
3200. Buy. Finance. Drive On.

2021 Ram 1500 Classic. 4x4, 
double cab, rear camera, 5.7 L 
Hemi, 96 K miles. $34,995. As 
low as $519 a month. Petoskey 
Auto Sales & Rental, Byrider. 
2215 US Hwy 31 N, Petos-
key. Call 231-347-3200. Buy. 
Finance. Drive On.

2022 Ram 1500. Double cab, 
tow pkg, bedliner. $29,995. As 
low as $488 a month. Petoskey 
Auto Sales & Rental, Byrider. 
2215 US Hwy 31 N, Petos-
key. Call 231-347-3200. Buy. 
Finance. Drive On.

VANS
2010 GMC Savana Van. Sta-
bilitrak, extra long, high miles. 
Sale Price $5,995. As low as 
$199 a month. Rivertown Auto 
Sales & Leasing. 989 VFW Rd, 
Cheboygan. 231-627-6700. 
Need a car a day or a week. We 
rent vehicles.

2012 Chrysler Town & Country 
Handicap Van. Braun Ability 
pkg, 73 K miles. Sale Price 
$8,995. As low as $199 a 
month. Rivertown Auto Sales 
& Leasing. 989 VFW Rd, Che-
boygan. 231-627-6700. Need 
a car a day or a week. We rent 
vehicles.

2014 Ford Transit Connect XLT. 
Roof rack, 3rd row seat, rear 
camera, 134 K miles. Byrider 
- 2215 US Hwy 31 N, Petos-
key. Call 231-347-3200. Buy. 
Finance. Drive On.

2017 Chrysler Pacifica Limited. 
Leather, seats 8, 147 K miles. 
Sale Price $12,995. As low as 
$289 a month. Rivertown Auto 
Sales & Leasing. 989 VFW Rd, 
Cheboygan. 231-627-6700. 
www.rivertownautosales.com. 
Need a car a day or a week. We 
rent vehicles.

2017 Dodge Grand Caravan 
SXT. Leather, captain chairs, 
remoter start, 105 K miles. 
Byrider - 2215 US Hwy 31 N, 
Petoskey. Call 231-347-3200. 
Buy. Finance. Drive On.

2017 Dodge Grand Caravan. 
Remote start, 105 K miles. 
Byrider - 2215 US Hwy 31 N, 
Petoskey. Call 231-347-3200. 
Buy. Finance. Drive On.

2019 Chrysler Pacifica. 4 
captain seats, Stow-N-Go, rear 
camera, leather, 96 K miles. 
Very Nice! 22,399. As low as 
$348 a month. Petoskey Auto 
Sales & Rental, Byrider. 2215 
US Hwy 31 N, Petoskey. Call 
231-347-3200. Buy. Finance. 
Drive On.

2019 Dodge Grand Caravan. 
4 captain chairs, 7 passenger, 
Stow-N-Go seats, 107 K miles. 
2 TO CHOOSE FROM. Byrider 
- 2215 US Hwy 31 N, Petos-
key. Call 231-347-3200. Buy. 
Finance. Drive On.

2021 Chrysler Voyager. Cash 
Price $20,995. As low as $345 
a month. Petoskey Auto Sales 
& Rental, Byrider. 2215 US Hwy 
31 N, Petoskey. Call 231-347-
3200. Buy. Finance. Drive On.

2021 Chrysler Voyager. Leather, 
Stow-N-Go seats, rear camera, 
93 K miles. $23,995. As low as 
$369 a month. Petoskey Auto 
Sales & Rental, Byrider. 2215 
US Hwy 31 N, Petoskey. Call 
231-347-3200. Buy. Finance. 
Drive On.

WANTED
Buying used vinyl LP records. 
Top dollar paid by local buyer. 
All genres. Leave message 
586-773-6050. 

Cash Paid for US, German, 
and Japanese military items. 
Our museum is paying cash 
for guns, swords, daggers, 
documents, helmets, hats, 
medals, patches, uniforms, field 
gear, scrapbooks, photo albums 
and other interesting items, 
We have a special interest in 
obtaining Purple Heart medals 
and paperwork awarded to 
veterans who were killed in 

action during our wars, We will 
buy one item or a 1000 items, 
No collection is too large for us 
to purchase. Please call or text 
the Michigan Traveling Military 
Museum at 989-798-8709 or 
e-mail us at mtmm1@yahoo.
com. To learn more about us 
please visit our museum web-
site at mtmm.us.  

Donate a stroller.  New or near-
ly new and bless a child. Single 
or double. Benefits Gaylord’s 
Up North Adoption and Foster 
Closet. Call or text Sherry 231-
645-6414 for more info.

Museum is paying cash for 
military firearms. Our museum 
wants to buy US, German, and 
Japanese military rifles and 
pistols. We will also buy military 
firearms from all the different 
countries around the world. We 
will buy one firearm or an entire 
collection, Please call or text 
the Michigan Traveling Military 
Museum at 989-798-8709 or 
email us at mtmm1@yahoo.
com. To learn more about our 
museum please visit our web-
site at mtmm.us, 

WANTED TO BUY. Maytag 
square tub wringer washer. 
989-826-1084

We buy 8,000 cars a week. Sell 
your old, busted or junk car with 
no hoops, haggles or head-
aches. Sell your car to Peddle. 
Easy three step process. 
Instant offer. Free pickup. Fast 
payment. Call 833-324-2582

We Buy Houses for Cash AS 
IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any 
condition. Easy three step 
process: Call, get cash offer 
and get paid. Get your fair cash 
offer today by calling Liz Buys 
Houses: 855-504-0056
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*  BAGGED & BULK LIVESTOCK FEED & FERTILIZER 
*  AGRICULTURAL, LAWN, GARDEN & WILDLIFE FOOD PLOT SEEDS

*  TIRES FOR TRUCK, AUTO, TRACTOR, ATV, SEMIS & TRAILERS 
YOUR LOCAL PROPANE, OIL, LUBRICANTS & REFINED FUEL SUPPLIER OF CHOICE!

Charlevoix

06675 North M-66, Charlevoix • 231-547-6232   
OPEN  7 DAYS • charlevoixacehardware.com

Charlevoix  Ace Hardware

ACE IS THE RENTAL PLACE

happy
$1.00 OFF
any grande/super
specialty beverage

hot, iced, or frozen!

BOGO FREE
(BOGO = Buy One Get One of equal/lesser value)

any grande/super
specialty beverage

hot, iced, or frozen!

484167118111

1418 Bridge St
Charlevoix, MI

Expires 12/31/23. Applies to favorite lattes, creme
freeze smoothies, tea lattes and hot chocolates. FREE
drink is of equal or lesser value. Good at this location
only. No copies accepted. Not good with any other
offer, including BIGGBY® loyalty card programs. For
franchise information visit biggby.com.

484167118111

1418 Bridge St
Charlevoix, MI

Expires 12/31/23. Applies to favorite lattes, creme
freeze smoothies, tea lattes and hot chocolates. FREE
drink is of equal or lesser value. Good at this location
only. No copies accepted. Not good with any other
offer, including BIGGBY® loyalty card programs. For
franchise information visit biggby.com.

301 BRIDGE STREET
CHARLEVOIX, MI 49720

P. 231-547-2424 F. 231-547-0670
Email: info@central-drug.com

                 
             

                  
    
               

       

  
     

    

 

  

  

  

  
  
  

MELANIE  BISHOP, Agent
Melanie Bishop Farmers Insurance

112 Mason St., Charlevoix, MI 49720
Office/Text 231-225-4068
Fax 231-225-4068
mbishop1@farmersagent.com
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TO SPONSOR THIS MONTHLY 
SPECIAL FEATURE PAGE CALL

989-732-8160

www.CharlevoixCountyNews.com 
Office@CharlevoixCountyNews.com

The Charlevoix Chamber is excited to 
announce our 

2024 Chamber Award Recipients! 
Thank you to these people and businesses who create a 
thriving community that we all live, work, and play in.

Help us celebrate on Thursday, February 20 at 5:30pm 
at  Castle Farms featuring Brian Britton, CEO of 

Kilwin’s Chocolate Franchise as our keynote speaker.

Interested in being an Award Sponsor? 
Contact the Chamber at 231-547-2101 or cole@charlevoix.org for more information

FEBRUARY 2025


